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V THE 

TWIN BISTERS: 

i, • \' 

TWO GIRLS or NINETEEN;. 



In relating Uie past events of mj life I am not ac- 
tttated by vanity, or a wish to make an ostentatioiis 
^spky of tteit prudence and fortitude which w^my 
support and guide through the perib I have had to 
encounter in my early ycmth. No, my motires are 
^ difierent; I wish to warn the inexp^i<?nced of 
my own sex, agaiidsl.'^er.f^dtisiv^'' arts 'practised by 
the bther, to' the \tM of ^bbir virtue and* domestic 

peace. . " ■ V ^ ^ : j' ' * ' 

My gi^nd&ther held'i eo^sidetabie^^ace at court; 
but piossessing a spirit too lo^ i^;}»S* aarrow for- 
tune, and meeting wilh Whe1'*he cpiie^eiyed to be a. 
gross afirontv he retir^ 'in disgust to East Bourne^ 
to Jive on the interest of his fortune, which'amount- 
ed to about two hundred and fifty poundts a year. 
He was a widower, with a son and daughter grow-* 
iBg towards maturity. 

My aunt, the gentle Emma, was unfortunate in 
love ;' her native elegance of manners attracted th& 
attention of Sir Harvey Pelham, who was (Hi a visit 
to Mr. Warrington, the lord of the manor; and his 
addresses proceeded so fiir^ that a day was fixed ^"^ 
the nuptials. The only stipulation the baronet 
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was, that the projected wedding should be kept ^a 
secret till the mom of its celebration, to avoid, aa he 
said, any remonstrances on the part of his friends 
against what^they might consider so unequal an alli- 
ance. ThQ baronet then set off for London for the 
/ avowed purpose of drawing up the marriag^settle- 
ment, and preparing his house and servants for the 
reception of their mistress. " 

The time fixed for his return arrived, and no Sir 
Harvey came! my grandfather was enraged; but 
Emma would not believe her lover faithless, and 
urged her belief that somo fatal accident had inter- 
vened;^ but grief and anxiety caused her a selioiis 
indisposition. Her father went to l-ondon to de- 
mand an explanation of Sir. Harvey, when he fi>uai}, 
, to his surprise, the baron6t wag married to a. rich 
widow xady^^mJy iwp days previous to his inqui^, 
and gone sfbr- Ireland 'with his v'bride. This was a 
severe slibcK to Emma Y slie- lovec too sincerely -tp 
banish me i*cftiembraVwCe of; the traitor from her 
heart, though -fe had^^aeriSced his affections at the 
shrine of soirditc avarice^, jshe recoveretl her health, 
but ever after ^Gtaifte^t i.S'isible depression of spirits. 

This disappointmehf was foiiowed by the death of 
her father; her brother, no w , in his twentieth year, 
succeeded to his small patrimony: having imbibed a 
serious disHke to commerce, he determinea to remain 
in his present seclusion, and not endeavour to in- 
crease his capital by^embarking in any kind of trade. 
I'^mma had only one hundred pounds, as a bequesi 
from her parent, which srhe placed out at interest, 
. and continued to reside with her brotiiier as hia 
house-keeper. Sir Harvey Pelham visited no more 
ftt Bast Bourne;* he sent several letters to my auat, 



i^^ta 



^ 



but she phidently returned them unopened; she re- 
ceived several respectable offers of marriage, but 
wetild not bestow her hiind unaccompanied with her 
heart. . ^ She contimied to reside with her brother in 
«|it]itual harmony : he passed his fcurtieth year unmar* 
ried, and she considered herself as established with 
inln the rest of her days; but nothing is 80 fluctu-^ 
aling as the tide of human affafrs. 

My &tlier, Mr. Melford, was left executor to ^ 
very small fortune of a ^nted young woman the 
daughter of a gentleman whose love of the chace 
had led hini( into expenses to which his Ibrtune was 
inadequate. The beauty akid misfortunes of tlie fair 
Oa^eiine touched the heart of her executor, and, 
lor tile first time, made him sensible of the power of 
feminine charms. There was a vast disparity of 
years; but he was a handsome looking man; and 
ailer a short .courtship lie was accepted by Miss 
Ci>iebrook, who piqued herself not a little on having 
jimde a conquest of a batchelw* in his forty-second 
year : my aunt was invited to remain in bis house, 
^Hit she dedined it, and accepted the situation of 
English teacher to a boarding-school at Biighton. 

In a few months my father discovered that the fair 
Catherine' ivas not extictly the woman he ouglit to 
have chosen: she loved company— he retirement t 
she was a stranger to domesffe economy, and the 
nuuiageineat of a family; and w^le her husband Wag 
ccmtriving how to save a little out of their limited 
iQCome,.she was purehasii^va number of foolish ar^ 
tioleg fi)r no other reason than to pass the time away: 
in^such an improper maniK^r are too many youn^ 
wom^n brought op. She was virtuous, gbod ten^« 
perqd, Und nfiectionate; my fiitheF, therefore, be J 
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haved with patience ,and complaisance tpwaixls his 
wife, and was the best of husbands.. My aunt was 
written to, aod earnestly solicited to resume her 
place of manager to my parents' hougebold; she 
consented, and they soon found the good effects of 
her care and neatness ; her sister-in-law -was^ de- 
lighted with this excellent woman, and began very 
soon to wish for no other society than what her 
house afforded* 

My twin sister and myself were born (within an 
houriof each other) in the second year of our pa- 
rents' marriage ; aud christened by the names of 
Charlotte and Sopliia, and were the only oi&prijig 
that blessed their union. We >^ere fondly beloved 
by them and my dear* aunt; my mother 4id honoiff 
to the mEitemal character; she took on herself the 
care of nursing us, and Empaa continued 40 nianagie 
the family; my father strove to^ amuse the eyeniijgs 
with readyig and music : as we grew up, he became 
our preceptor; and to my aimt we were indebted foj 
our knowledge in needle- work, and other fen^inin^ 
accomplishments. This mode of Hving was fataUj- 
interrupted : my mother was fond of riding on horse* 
baek, and frequently took thaj exei:cise; the animal 
she rode was very gentle ; but one luckless day,ben 
ing startled by the drums of a recruitiqg party 
marching through the village, he set off with a fright- 
ful velocity; my mother could not keep her seat^ 
and her foot getting entangled in the stirrup,, she was 
dragged as far as the turnpike gate. Description 
would be too painful — suffice it to say, we wer« de- 
prived of that dear parent in the twelfth year of |^ 
age. 

My father, oiv the loss of his .dear Catjierine, be- 
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came an.alti^ed man,. and enured into seenes of 
ilissipation, under the. pretext of wishing to chase 
away painful reflectioas^-jn vain his sister remon- 
strated.5 he would act a& he pleased^ and began, at 
fifty-six, to comniiit follies scarcely pardonable in a 
youth of eighteen. JEast Bourne became too limit- 
ed a spherO, and he went to pass a few month? in the 
gay metropolis. He was absent i^ore thanlialf a 
year, w^n4ie returned wholly unexpected : we were 
shocked at the alteration so visible in his person — all 
resentment vanished, when we found he was seiiously 
m, and he received &om us the most serious care 
and attendance. • 

- We endeavoured to make his home so comfprtable 
that he should not have a wish to leave it; yet, suc- 
cess di^ not crown our wishes ; he was no sooner m 
a state 6f convalescence than he returned to London 
and his, degrading pursuits ; alas f^ fresh cold brought 
. on him a complication of disorders ; .he was unable 
to return hom^, and my aunt left us to at^tend.hinu 
We w^re anxious to be near our sufiering paren|, 
but she would not permit us. Our d(Hnestic y^sis a 
<>areful precise woman, who had lived in the family 
many years, and we were put inmnediately under her 
protege tion till niy aunt's return. 

She had been absent about a fortnight, when a let- 
ter from that dear relation brought an accoimt of 
my Other's decease. I elapsed my arms round my 
sister's neck, and we wept in mutut^ agony, though 
we then knew nbt the ex.tent of our nfiisfortunes. 
Another fortnight elapsed before my aunt's arrival, 
whan with a tenderness all her own,, (for she was a 
stra^ager to feigi^ed afiection,) she disclosed to us 
that our fortunes were gone in the gulf of dissipa- 
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tion; for my father had scarcely left sufficient to 
clear his ^ebts, aiid defray the expenses of hb iiiae^ 
ral : and the knowledge of this had rendered his 
death-bed a scene of misery and vain repentance. 
It was now necessary to quit the house we were in, 
for a smaller one sinting our present circumstances ; 
it was also requisite that some plan should be fixed 
upon for our support. My aunt thus addr^sed us 
— '^^ I hav©, my dear girls, allowed you as yet to give 
way to the naturd emotions of your grief; but it is 
now time to exert the talents you are Messed with^ 
and strive to procure a genteel maintenance. This 
will seem hard at firsts but industrious perseverance 
may do mudi, and there are many comibrte result- 
ing from a life of honest independence/' 

She had arranged a plan for that purpose— there 
was a small but neat house, at some distance &6m ou^ 
present habitation ; we hired it, and removed thitiier 
what furniture we wanted, converted the rest into 
money, and opened a genteel day ^hpol, of which 
my aunt was the ostensible proprietor, thdugh the 
produce was equally shared among us. Content 
was the inmate of my bosom, no^ had I at tliat time 
a wish beyond our little dwelling ; it was not so with 
my sister; she continually sighed for the ease and 
affluence we had lost ; nor did she in the least profit 
by my aunfs lessons of fortitude and resignation* 
The fatigue of the school fell, after a short time^ 
wholly on myself; 'Sophia did not like the task of 
tui^on, and our worthy aunt, for the last six months 
of her life, was not able to quit her chamber, through 
the imited pressure of age and infirmities ; she bore 
her sufferings with patience^ but for us she grieved, 
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as by her death we shcmld be left without protection 
at a most dangerous time of life. 

This excellent woman was no sooner laid in the 
siknt grave than we began to feel the extent of her 
ki6s; our school decreased; few people suppos^ 
two girk able to conduct a concern, though, iu i&ct, 
(ad I have, previously stated,) my aunt £d not, for 
nmij months before the . close of her existence, at* 
iend in> the least to her pupils; but prejudice is not 
easfly .overcome. 

My sister was^strenuous in her wishes for us to re- 
pair to Lcmdon, and endeavour to procure places for 
each of us as governess in a respectable &mily ; — 
thus she segued, ^^ We shall procure friends, and see 
something of the gayeties of life ; while here we are 
little better than buried alive: the money my aunt 
left us is near two hundred pounds : this will enable 
us to cut a figure in our dress, and we may, (here 
abe laughed J perhaps better oiu* fortune by. mar- 
imgid ; it is not impossible."—" At least," I replied, 
" 'tis improbable, my dear sister : dismiss from your 
todn such xomantic flights." 

•Our .conversation was interrupted by a letter, con- 
veyed through the medium of the general post: it 
was a polite and toost friendly letter {i^om a Mrs. 
Mowbray^ a lady who had been a temporary resident 
at£ast Bourne, dujriAg the autumn, for the benejdt 
of. her health : she had taken so much notice of us, 
' that I believe the conversation in which she engaged 
ua..first-instilled into the jmni of Sophia an ardent 
wish to visit the metropoHs : she represented hersjelf 
as a widow lady of considerable property ; and her 
appi^arance was such as to conhrm the idea, and de^ 
wand respect. 
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The letter received from Mrs* Mowbray informed 
us, that she had made a ppint of inquiring among 
her acquaintance for situati^ms for her chasrmhig^ 
youQg Mends ; she was hurt to see ue vegetate in ob- 
scurity. In one instance she had been successftil. — 
Lady Asplay had two children who w^re now at an 
age proper to commence the iirst rudiments of learn- 
ing : Mrs. Mowbray had secured the place for one 
of us ; the decision was to be postponed tiE we came 
to town, to whiph she entreated m tOv hasten with afl 
possible despatch, as there was not the least doubt 
but the united influence cf herself and Lady Asplej 
among their numerous intimates would soon procure 
an eligible employment &r ttie remaining sister, f^ 
we were settled, she bade us, in terms of toj^dsad 
friendship, consider her house as our home. The 
letter contained a ten pound note to defray our ex- 
penses to London. 

Sophia was qiiite elated, and profUse in her zdstir 
ration of the generous Mrs. Mowbray ; I was itotso 
sanguine in my expectations ; I loved the pla<ie d* 
my nativity ; we were among people who knew and 
respected us, and I had no doubt but, with perse- 
verance and good conduct, that we shcmld be able to 
Uve genteelly; for we had already regained so^ane of 
our pupils. In vain I represented this^ to Sophia; 
she would hear of nothing but preparing for our 
journey; and won me over by her ai^^uments to con- 
cur in her opinion. I would not hear 6t pardng 
i wilh our house and furniture, till we were satisfied 
that we could fmd situations agreeable in the metro- 
polis: the idea of having no home was very deso- 
late : our former servant Dorothy was married, and 
settled near us ; we engaged her to take care of our 



dwellu)g, She heard of our inten4ed jp\irney with 
i*eluctance : she had never been in London : but to 
ii3e her owia words, she hieard it was a sink of ini- 
quity, where there was no re^ng-place for virtue,. 

AcGOicding to Mrs. . Mowbray's instrw^tiona, we 
travelled in a post-ehaise, (she did not approve of 
the stage, but^e. ireason was not explained^) and as 
we were.unused to it, for fear fatigue shoidd be pre- 
j)tdicial, we were to sleep one night on the road. As 
wf» ai^e now entering into the more eventful scenes 
of our lives, it may not be^'amiss to give a short 
sketch of our persons (such as they then were.) We 
w«ffe <so much twin sisters, that we knew not which 
wiis the eldest, ibr the woman who attended my mo- 
ther did not attend to that circumstance in time : we 
wl^re now entering our nineteenth year, tall and well 
shaped; I was inclined to the brunette, my dark 
eyes were bright tod sparkling; but Sophia was fair 
fm the unsuHied lilly, her eyes of cerulean blue, pos- 
sessed of softness «imd sensibiliity of expression, that 
touched to the soiil, when she spoke of aa intere^^g 
subject. I, was in general cheerBil, seldom elated 
or much depressed; my sister was the gayest of the 
gay, when fortime appeared with^^smiling ai^ect, but 
she shrajok from^the touch t>f son^ow and adversity 
wiidi leelings as delicate as a sensitive plant. 

When we arrived at the inn where we were to 
sleep, we desired to be shown into the room destined 
for our r^ose, and said weshoidd take a light sup- 
per there; we fotU^uired the chambeiTnaid to an 
apartment containing two beds, who informed us 
that the house was so crowded, we could have no 
other accommodation; two nice ladies, who often 
travelled that road, and were now at supper in a 
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a room below, were to occupy the other bed, A^ 
there was no alternative, cdmj^laint was - ttseiieaSf 
though we were vexed at this unexpected circurii- 
stance. We took some sandwiches witii wine and 
water before we retired to rest. Slieep soon sealed 
our eyelids, but I was^ presently awaked by the €0^ 
trance of some persons into the chamber ; I peeped 
throu^ the curtains, and beheld two women, whose 
large bonnets, pelisses, and shawls, seemed ^cjualiy 
to defend them from the weather and observation. 

They soon dismissed the chambermaid; dud one 
of them, taking up the candle, approached our bed ; 
I feigned sleep, for I wished to discover the motives 
that led to this liberty. The stranger waved the 
light over our eyes, and dien withdrew from * the 
bed, saying to the other, " They are two nice girls, 
by Jove, and in a soimd sleep ; I should hke"-^^ 
''Like to be a fool, Jack," says the other; your 
tricks will be the ruin of us at last Stay till we get 
safe to London, and dispose of our goods: there are 
girls enough there of<fll sorts ; these are most likely 
some of your mod;est ones, and if you meddle with 
them, there will be a fine confusion, and our detec-^ 
tion be the consequence." 

'' As for modesty," replied he, With an ironical 
*air^" I am hot much inclined .to believe it, or they 
would not travel unprotected ; they are too smart for 
rustics going to London to seek a service ; besides I 
saw them alight from a post-chaise; take my word 
for it, Tom, they are two pretty adventurers', who 
have been to the sea side ; they would tike our c(\m- 
pany, and money would bind them to seeresy*^** 

An argument followed, improper for me to^repeat, 
and I trembled with apprehension. Th^y Were prac- 
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tised smugglers, disguised as women, and the inebri- 
ation of one had overcome his caution : at length he 
yielded to the entreaties of his confederate, to lay 
down to take some rc^t; they left a light burning, 
and only took ofT their large bonnets and shawls. 
Sleep was banished from me. Sophia reposed un- 
eonscious of harm, nor did I dare awake her ; some 
time elapsed, and I began to hope we should escape 
molestation; alas! the elder of the smugglers no 
sooner announced^ by his snoring, that he slept, than 
the^other left his bed and approached ours ; I shriek- 
ed! Sophia awakened, and joined in my cnes, at in- 
tervals asking the cause of my terror. 

The other man leaped from the bed, and hastily 
reproaching his companion for the imprudence of 
which he had been guilty, advanced with a pistol, 
and presented it to my breast ; my sister went into 
violent hysterics. Footsteps were heard in the gal- 
lery. " Mind me," said the man, " I am resolute ; 
repeat one word to endanger our safety, or contra- 
dict any assertion I shall make as to the cause of the 
alarm, and that moment is your last." He opened 
the door, and some -women belonging to the inn en- 
.tered: his companion was busily assisting me, in re- 
storing the insensible Sophia; the other took on him- 
self to explain. — He said, ^*^^one of the ladies had 
awaked from her sleep, with a loud shriek, and fell 
into strong fits," probably owing to some frightful 
dream." They withdrew, satisfied by tliis account. 

Unwilling to be again in the power of those law- 
less wretches, I rang for the chambermaid, and pre- 
fjcnting her with half a crown, entreated her to make 
home tea; I said my sister was subject to these fits, 
and nolhinsr Avns so serviceable to her as that refresh- 

R 
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irig beverage, when she began to recover. She witb- 
drew, and said the tea shcaild be ready in a few Bii- 
nutea. The smugglers thanked me; and with an 
oath said that I had nothing more to fear from tfaeai. 

The eldest of them advised us, fis we appeared to 
be virtuous young women, to be more discrc^et jSar 
the future, ^d never sleep m a two4>edded room on 
the road, with people to whom we were strangers, 
lest we might not escape so well then as we had now. 
Sophia was 80 far recovered as to ask me the mean- 
ing of what she heard ; I whispered her to be silent, 
till a more convenient time; she understood me, and 
complied, but her audible sobs distressed me. The 
entrance of the maid with tea was a great relief: fiur 
I considered her presence as a security against ou^ 
rage. We had scarcely concluded this refreshment, 
when the waiter came to awaken the pretended Ja- 
dies (who were, or counterfeited to be, in a de^ 
sleep) and inform them the stage was prepariiig to 
set off to London ; their departure gave me pleasure, 
and wb^i the chambermaid retired, I recounted to 
Sophia the meaning of my alarm, and we joined in 
returning thanks to heaven for our safety. I secured 
the chamber door and then gave way to repose. 

It was near eteven in the forenoon, beiSm we '^re- 
sumed our journey ; we were so fortunate as toar* 
nve in Lomlon without any further alarm, and put 
up at an inn near Charing Cross : I wrote to infoam 
Mrs. Mowbray of our arrival, and sent a porter with 
a note to Howknd-street. In less than two hours I 
was informed that a genUewoman wanted to see Uie 
Miss Melfords; she was past the middle age ; and of 
a very prepossessing appearance ; she was house* *^ 
keeper to ^^rp. Mo^vbray, and had lived many y^rM 
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in the family) und was sent to conduct , us. to her mis- 
teess; a coach was waitings and we went with anx- 
kniB hearts to our new abode ; we nijere received by 
Mrs. Mowbray in an elegant drawing-room with 
ihany kind expressions of affection and fnendship, 
taid were introduced the next day to Lady Aspley^ 
a fine looking woman, but rather corpulent, send ap* 
patently more -than thirty years of age; her husband. 
Sir Richard Aspley, was abroad, on an embassy of 
importance, and the house in Cavendish-square, from 
motives of economy, was let, during his absence, to 

^ a noMeman ; ^e lady and her children residing at an 
'elegant cottage ome that they possessed in a delight- 
M spot, between Old Brompton and Kensington. 

laidy Asptey e:q>lained tins to us, and chatted for 
some time with the most affable condescension ; she 
then addressed Mrs. Mowbray on the subject tnat 
Jhad brought us to Howland-street. '^ You have, my 
dear friend, assigned me a difficult task, to choose 
ont of these young kdies as a tutoress to my chil^ 
dren, they are both so unexccptiohable, that I am 
quite at a loss to make a decision.'' ^^^ Allow me 

• Ihen^ madam,'^ replied Mrs. Mowbray^ " to recom- 
mend to your ladyship Miss Sophia Melfprd; she 
possesses more vivacity than her amiable sister, and 
as t^e win frequently be tete-a-tete with you during 
Sir Richard's absence, her artless gaite de cosur will 
€nUven your temporary solitude." 

^' Be it so," said Lady Aspley, and immediately 
engaged my sister at a very handsome salary ; she 
was to call for her the next day in her chariot. We 
.were grateful for our good fortune, but this was ouii 
first separation, and we found it painful ; we parted 
in tears that could hot be repressed, though we wei*^ 
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to meet in the coursed/of a few days. Ms8« MoW' 
bray kindly soothed my sorrow, I entreated her not 
to delay procuring jpie a situaticm^ As I could not 
bear the thoughts of intruding so much on her gene** 
rosity; she assured me she took so much pleasure in 
my company V that she shotdd not be in a hurry to 
part from me, nor would she at any rate suffer me 
to leave her till something of the most eligible kind 
Bhould offer. 

Mrs. Mowbray saw a good deal of the best of com- 
pany, as she ,termed them, but their manners- were 
not pleasing to me ; nxany of the expressions among 
them bordered on the obscene, and double entendres 
were common among them* I took courage, ami 
hinted this to Mrs. Moii'bray, she laughed, «Eid said 
I was a pretty innocent rustic; that I should soon 
know more of^a toHn life, and think nothing of these 
little freedoms, I was amazed at this answer, and be^ 
gan to. form suspicions not much to the credit of my 
patroness, which were heightened by the following 
circumstances crowding on my reflection; I was al- 
lowed to retire, as I was not used to late hours^ 
every night at eleven, but^ Mrs. Mowbray's con^>a<< . 
ny did not s^em to laetire for several hours after that 
period, but gave way to the most riotous mirth ; the 
next house I understood was an hotel, the noise from 
which, the walls being slight, was a great annc^ance 
to me, and between the two I seldom got any sleep* 
Was it possible a real lady would live next to a place . 
of such an infamous description; as I was sure that 
.was by the objects I saw from the window go in and 
but, though a mere novice in such things. I wi^ed 
'to see my sister, and hear what account she gave of 
: Lady A>spley, as I cgjold then judge whetiier or not my 
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ide^ had deceived me. When we met at breakfast 
I eicpressed my surprise to Mrs. Mowbray^ that we 
had iM>t seen my sister, or Lady Aspley, and near a 
week had elapsed, therefore entreated permission to 
go to B^mpton; she replied, ^^ I did not like to tell 
you so, my dear Charlotte, till I could no longer de- 
ler it, one 6f the children was taken suddenly ill, and 
they yesterday set of for Margate, as seist-batbing is 
recdnunended for the little Julia ; so you cannot sec 
your sister." 

I felt a scarlet suirusion flush on my cheeks ; I 
could not speak, and retreating to the room where I 
^ept, I began to pack up my clothes, resolving not 
to stay ah hour longer in that house. While I was 
thus employed, Mrs. Mowbray entered, and asked 
wha;t t wa» doing. I answered, with some coolness, 
I would no longer be a burden to her, I did not like 
to oat the bread of idleness, and I would remove to 
some lodging till I could hear of a situation. 

I received a torrent of abuse ; my attempts to 
leave the house were resisted — she called two of the 
maids to her assistance, and I was locked in my 
chamber— •! wept for myself, and thought of Sophia 
with agony ; it was too plain that we were both be- 
trayed by this vile woman and her confederates. 

It was near ton at night beibre any one came neai 
me, when one of the women entered with some cof- 
fee; I refused to take it, but at length yielded to hei 
entreaties. I thought ^e regarded me with an eye 
of pity. I questioned her on the subject most im- 
portant to me, and she acknowledged Mrs. Mow- 
bray to be a'pix)curess, who was employed by (to 
use her own words,) very great gentlemen to en- 
snare young girls •, th0 fate, she added, of many ol 
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iras was widely differeht ; some were taken 
keeping, and some were soon reduced to 
it order of prostitutes. She assured me she 
whither my sister was conveyed ; but tli© 
Aspley must be a fictitiotis one to impose 

id a miserable night ; I tried to escape, but 
impossible. The same woman attende^t 
breakfast. I told her if she would contrive 
go from this wretched house in safety I 
re her twenty poun(*3 ; she hesitated, aiid I 
my request with every argument I could 
She wept, and said she bad no wish to be 
' to the ruin of an innocent girl; but she^* 
as. it was not necessary to repeat, was very 
he power of Mrs. Mowbray; but shct would 
3f it, and let me know when she came next 
Hn if there was any means of serving me 
rawing herself into a snare. She returned 
oner than I expected, and. in apparent 
Lauk, Miss Charlotte," said she, " donH 
^ Lord Morden;"—" Yes; I have been in 
any several times since I came heS^.''-— - 
; is for him you arfe intended ; I heard bbxi 
listress talking it over; it seems he saw yoa 
louriie several times, though you did^ not 
n : he employed Mrs. Mowbray to lure you 
and as your sister was equalfy handscnne, 
. triap for her too. Oh! she is an artM wo- 
r few fish escape her net ; however give me 
jy you promised, and Til get you fitjm 
all hazards ; be ready to go at twelve to- 

ill gratitude, and gave her ihe money, with 
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many ibmks for her kindness, Susan was no sooner 
gone than Mrs. Mowbray entered a smiling' aspect 
and invited me to come down to dinner, ^ntreatin^ 
xoe to ha.nishall animosity, and accept her proffered 
recbncilia,tiQn and friendship. I haughtily answet^d 
that I was aware cm what terms her friendship roust 
b^ pjLireliased, and disdained it. §he flattered^ sooth- 
ed, and threatened, by turns; but I was proof against 
h&c artiBce, and defied her power. 

She then assured me she would humble my proud 
Spiritfan4 since I would not accept her friendship, 
which could raise mo to a splendour many married 
ladies might regard with envy, she shoidd keep no 
further terms with me, or grant the least indulgence; 
and she left the room, muttering indignant threats. 
t&mg myself on the bed, and gave way to uncheck* 
ed grief; aU my hopes rested on Susan, but a pain- 
lul' thought struck on my brain— might she not de- 
ceive me! and I regretted having parted with my 
nioney till I was more assured of its being the 
means of my Uberation. 

Mrs. Mowbray brought my meals ; we both pre- 
served a sullen silence. Susan did not appear, and 
my heart sunk within >me. Soon after the house 
clock had struck twelve, I heard the bolts that were 
outMdo the chamber door sofily undraw ; hope re- 
:vived — ^no one entered — all was silent— I went to 
the top of the stairs, tliere appeared no interruption, 
and I gently descended, supposing that I might gain 
the stre^ and that. Susan^ having freed me from my 
chamber, tiiought further assistance needless. 

I was on the landing of the first floor when I 
heard footsteps ascendmg; and I hastily retreated 
into a back drawing-room. Merciftil heaven ! what 
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could exceed my astonishmpnt when I percoived an 
opposite door stand wide open, and afford a commu- 
nication with the bagnio ; (I had formerly thought 
this a small closet:) no doubt but Mrs. Mowh^ 
was its proprietor, and kept the house we lived in 
for her more private purpose. While 1 was delibc* 
rating how to act, the door thirough which I entered 
was fastened on me, and I swooned with terror. 
When I revived, I found myself supported by Lord 
Morden, who was a bold fashionable youQg man. 
" Do not fly me, m dear^'* said he, " I am not go- 
ing to harm you: I wish to be indebted to your af- 
fection, not force; smile on me, and I will lay my 
life' at your feet — speak my angel! — why this si- 
lence?"— *' My Lord," I replied, '*were 1 free from 
this hateful place, and mistress of my own actions, I 
might then set a true value on your generosi^ ; l^ut 
ad I am situated"— -He interrupted |ne. — ^^'Stop/' 
said he, ^^I will free you from her power, and I 
have no doubt to be able to remove from your mind 
any prejudice you may have taken against a life of 
honour; depend on it that marriage is a system of 
priestcrafl, absurd to a rational mind." 

He lefl me before I could reply; and his return 
was almost instantaneous ; and as he came back he 
was adjtisting the sliders of his purse, which left no 
doubt that he had been settling pecuniai^ afimrs 
with the rapacious Mrs. Mowla^y. "Come, my 
dear Charlotte," said Lord Morden, " I have a 
hackney-coach in waiting, (for I did not order my 
chariot to-night,) that will convey us to the place of 
which you shall reign sole mistress, and possess my 
undivided heart." He took my hand and led me 
down the stairs; I did not resist, for theiSe were my 
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f passing thoughts :^— It is better to have to cont^d 
f with hprd Morden than this vile woman and her 
[ unprincipled aissociates ; from them I coiikt not es- 
; cape; any place is preferable to the one I am in^ 
' ' and I was resbl?ed to stake my safety in that change. 
That Susan had betrayed me was evident. I su^red 
by my credulity, and resolved to be more cautious in 
iuture. 

The c6ach went on mti^ rapidity, and I found in a 
Y short time^ that we had left town, ajid were proceed- 
ing along a road that- appeared very dreary. I be- 
r came seriously alarmed, though, to speak with jus* 
[ tice of his Ibrdship, he did not of&r to take the least 
! unbecoming liberty* He felt my hand tremble, and 
I bade me dismiss my fears, that we were only going 
i a httie way beyond Bayswater, and were near our' 
L jouiaiey^s end. We stopped at a/Qeat white house, 
I the coachman was ordered to knock, but the sum- 
r. mons was seveiral times repeated with violence be- 
fore the door was opened ; nor was that done till a 
I f^siale demanded, in a harsh discordant voice, who 
^ was there at such "an hour? and discovered Lord 
Morden. to be the intruder. 

. The woman, whom he addressed by the name of 
Maltsby, was a coarse masculine creature, and her 
4iress of that doubtful kind that I could not guess 
i whether she was mistress or servant till this dight 
; mystery was elucidated by his lordship's inquiring 
I for the former, and asking if she slept at home ; be* 
[ ing answered in the aiiirmative, he desired Ma}tsby 
I to show, me into the parlour while he went up stairs, 
i I soon heard a. violent altercation between his }ord- 
f ship and a female, in a very shrill«Koice ; her lan-^ 
^ guage was gross f and thoi^h I could not hes^ir all 
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that passed, it was enough to explain that Matilda 
had bfecn seduced from virtue by Lord Mordeo, and 
lately discarded for her infidelity, witib a smaH settie- 
inent ; he now offered her a sum, immense in my es- 
timation, to let me remain with her a few days, and 
to treat me with every respect and attention, but not 
to allow me to leave the house under any pretext, un- 
less in his company. 

MatHda at length acquiesced, and his lor^lnp re- 
tumingi s^id h^ ^^ l>66i^ so fortunate as to secure 
me the protection of a lady till I should allow him the 
happin^s of providing me an establishment of mf 
own. "My Lord," f repHed, " without the meali- 
ness of listeiiing I overheard sufficient to be aWare 
of your boasted protection ; when you released me 
from Mrs. Mowbray's you promised I should be 
mistress of my own fiite, and at liberty id make my 
own decision ; suffer m^ to tell you, that your actions 
agree not with your words.'* He seemed confused ; 
but recovering from it, said, ** to-morrow every thing 
shall be arranged to your wi^es ; at such an hotir I 
had no other place where I could convey you; blame 
me not for teUing the people not to allow you to de- 
part withont me; think not that I can bear to lose 
ray heart's best treasure so lightly: no! I trust that 
mutual affection will bind us through existence lo 
each other." 

I did not choose to make any remark to this fine 
harangue, and I saw him depart with as much plea- 
sure as the awkward predicament I was placed in 
would allow me to feel. Maltsby conducted me up 
stairs to a small room, i^eatiy furnished, in the attic 
story: she told me the bed was well aired; and giv- 
ing ma a light, left me to seek a repose that fat^ue 



^ffd sovTOVr had renctered njBcessary to reciruit W(j ex^- 
hft^sted frsu^e. | ^ept-tilla late bour; and was 
awa^Ke&ed by the unloekitig of my cHianiber door by 
Afalitsby, y^hq iofiifaiiedme that Matilda Wilsoh wait- 
ed break^ i[^ m^. 

J ^fi9 9Q0D r^^y^ ^d foUowfBd the woman to a 
roQin OH ^e i^^ door ; the dmutore aod the clothes 
strewed about were elegaiit,ibut pourtrayed sluttish 
jflfiaorder and mismanagement. At the bteak^t ta- 
U^ sat a young woman in a negCgett midre^s ; her 
^eekswerp h^idy ix>ugedv and ^e had an air of 
}^6^^uQ8» tbat 4isgustdi mfi" I burst into tear^, and 
jinking on one of the j^ats, besought her to pity me, 
and not aidin the ruin of an imiocent giii by detain- 
ing me till Lord Morden came. >^ Curses on himl^ 
^daiiiied MatildfL with violence; ^^ he wa$ my ruint he 
lured pie from my home, my innocence, 'was despoil- 
ed) and I am now simk into ibe pa^s of depravity. 
JVIonster^ thus to in^t me, to bring another under 
my roof; I only consent^ to receive you thai I 
might baHe his attempts ; it will be a slight re^dia- 
tion ior the heart-aches he has given me ; fill the love 
1 once had ifor him is now turned to the deadliest 
hate*" 

She made me take some tea ; I humed my break- 
fast^ and then entreated permission to leave the 
house, which was granted ; and I lost not a moment 
in bidding .adiea to Miss Matilda and her moid. I 
ran, or rather fiew, along. the roa4* I was not only 
apprehensive of meeting Lord Morden, but also of 
pursuit from the ho^uae I had quitted ; for the glances 
its mistress had bestowed on me gave rise io ideas 
that my liberaticm proceeded more from jealousy and 
fancied insult than the goodness of her he^prt : I was 
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afraid interest would triumph over her pasisio&s, and 
lead ber to repent the part she had actoid. I reached 
Hyde Park Comer in safety; a hackney-coach passed 
me ; I called to the man, and ei^ged him to take 
me to Charing Cross, which was the first place that 
entered my onnd, Ibr I was indifft^^nt where I went, 
so that I were distant from the objects of my terror. 

As the coach proceeded I had time to arrange my 
scattered thdughts, and consider what means I had 
best^usue. 'I was a destitute being, and knew not 
where tc> seek a shelter for my hc^d ; my clothes 
were left at Mrs, Mowbray's; Susan had deprirecf 
me of twenty^pounds, and I had no more ieft than 
five gmneas, and* then wandered through severed 
streets, looking for furnished lodgings. In a iieat 
court, leading down to the Strand, I saw a small 
chandler's shop with a bill in the window — ^^ A room ' 
to let for a single woman." I ventured in, and said 
I was come from the country to spend a few days on 
some business ; and as I had no friends in town oa 
whom I should like to intrude, I wished to engage 
an apartment in a creditable house. She asked r^ 
for a reference as to character; I pidled out my 
purse, and giving her a guinea, said I should deposit 
that as a seburify for my rent. She first looked at 
me, then at my money, and at last complied^ but m 
a most ui^racious maimer ; for as she Stewed me 
up to my new abode, (a mean back room 6ri the se- 
cond floor,) she kept muttering about the uttplea^ 
santness of taking in nobody knows who. 

I waa cold and hungry; I requested a fire, arid 
named ^hat I would ^vish to eat. — " I ainliot'tised 
to wait Oft my lodgers," ziid the woman; "I keep® 
no fe-arvant, tind I/\-e never no gentlefolks Jiodgers 
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here, we can ftH wait on ourselvesj" and she went 
down stain uttering some free r^narks oif what she 
L tenned l^alf-fofed gentry. 

^ ' I wa9 vexed ; Imt m/ refiectimia on this provoking 
bcdiavipnr were interrupted 5y the entrance of a wo- 
1^ man, who apparency lodged in the next roohi ; her 
\ mesgre squalid ^ure was the exact emblem of po^ 
t veity* Hogarth could not havQ selected a better 
model,- but her accents were crnl, and she said she 
was willii^ to attend on me for a very amall :s^u- 
neration. I therefore em^yed her to procure the 
fem aitictes I wanted. The next morning I. took a 
coach uid went to Mr. Chapman's, a wholesale ha-* 
besdasher in the city, in whose bands my aunt*s mo* 
oey l^d bee^ placed, at aecumulatiing interest. Pre- 
vious to her death she had made k over to me and 
jny inster, and the deed had been tran^mtted, with 
aQ due formalities, to Mr. Chapman, by an attorney 
of E$8t Bourne. I went thither to receive my share 
c^the legacy, and ask jEidvice of that gentleman how 
I had best proceed to seek redress from Mrs. Mow- 
bray, and procure a respectable situation. 

I found Mr; Chapman at home, and was introduced 
to him in a small counting-house by. one of his deiits^ 
He surveyed me with his small,, but keen gray eyes, 
and inqunred my business, which was sooii explained, 
and the manner iaa which we had been betrayed to 
town. Jle seemed to* pity me; said he was vpry 
sorry he I^d not a home to offer me, as no female 
but the menial servants resided in his house since he 
bad been a widower; he advised me by no means tO; 
^ter into a litigation with Mrs. Mowbray, as my 
i^haracter might suffer by a misjudging world, were 
it known that I had been an inmate of her injEamous 
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!house ; he desired me to call in the couiseof it wcMik, 
afid he would see what co\M foe done. I took a ten 
pound note, and left the rest in his hdn^tiil that pe- 
riod] for I was afraid to venture such a sum at my 
lodgings. As I meant to take Mr. Chtt^man's ad- 
vice, and ptrt up quietly with the loss of my clones, 
I purchased a few articles of wearing appatel wtuch 
I toc^ home with^me in a coach, resolving to con* 
fine myself to my humble lodging till i went agahi 
into the city, lest I should be sefen (were I to walk 
out) by any of the persons I had reason to 'dread. 

I retired in the etenkig to bed -at a very early 
hour^ for want of books or work to amuse my mind 
I was awakened by a violent knocking >at my chani' 
ber-door; I leaped from my bed distracted with ter- 
ror and apprehension, and dematided the cause of 
my being disturbed.— " Let us in,'* said ft Tough 
•voice, or we shall burst the door open." I flung up 
the sash of my window, and screamed for help. I 
knew ttot what I had to fear, but was certain that 
this violence predicted me personal harm. 

The door was burst fiK>m its hinged, and itiy land- 
lady entered, accompanied by two men, whose fierce 
glances awed me into silence. The woman of the 
house dragged me forward : — ^ Here^" said she, *^ is 
madam: come, put on your clothes and pelisse, and 
go with these gentlemen ; you have led 'em a fine 
dance : I warrant ybu are used to these tricks. — 
Coud'nt wait on yourself, indeed — such airs! I 
thought you were no better than you should be.'^ — 
" I know not what you mean," I exclaimed, " by 
such treatment; neither ^all I go with these men; 
I never saw them before in my life : unhand me or 
you shall suQer for this insult." I was answered by , 
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a loud laugh.—" O, you dy one I" excla^ed 

that stood next me, " don't you know we are 

officers ? surely you must expectms^ after wl 

hay© done." 

[ \ aasured thein I was innocent of any cfui 

. "^ that it was a mistake ; but they persisted in 

mp away<» and I was dragged down the s^in 

out the least regard paid to my tears suid ent 

nor would they ^ven inform me of whati was a< 

[ They conveyed me to a wretphed looking hoi 

longing to-one of the n^en, and this it seemei 

to ^oi^sider as a favour; and if I were cii 

' treated tiiein with some liquor, I might remau 

instead of being taken to a place of confinem 

{be hotLT ^at the magistrates sat oa the fo 

morning, when my accuser would appear 

ehai^ge preferjped against me ; I gave the moi 

[ desired; onie of them went out for scvne dri 

' i remained with his wife, while his companic 

fully guarded the door. 

The woixian was loquacious, and I lean 
her, thai toy dress and appearance exactly 
I ponded with that of a young woman who hi 
miUed forgery, and was advertised for in jth< 
• papers, during several of the preceding wee^s 
t have been very dexterous," said the womi 
[ have so long eluded pursuit ; but I am airai 
go bard with you, according tp what I have ] 
' the case*"" I laow strenuously assured them 
mistake they had committed ; but I might 
have addressed the northern. wind9. I was 
to submit, and yet I must acknc^ledge my n 
relieved; I. had no doubt of obtaining my h 
the morning! but till this explanalioh hac 
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f)lace, I conceiv^ that I owed this outirftge to seme 
deep-laid design of Lord M(»rjlen, or his vil^ assist* 
ant Mrs. Mowbray, 

My feelings were so excruciating when cosdoeted 
to the office, that, I was ready to sink to the earth. 
Merciful Providence! what must be the terrors pf 
the guilty ! when I, though innocent, had such men* 
tal sufferings! The gentleman on whom the fbrgery 
had been practised, was called for; on seeing me he 
started back, and announced my innocence. L was 
quite a different person to the one he expectted to 
see. The officers, in their own justification pro- 
duced the advertisement; my bonnet, pelisse, my 
dark eyes, hair, and even the height, corresponded 
with the description ; but it appeared in the tout en- 
semhle 1 was widely different. 

The magisb*ates said I might bring an action for 
the inconvenience and false imprisonment I had suf- 
fered, which it appeared was owing to the woman, 
who had offered to go on my errands, imbibing an 
idea that I was the person advertised, and giving in- 
formation to the office. The short time I was in 
the house I had been veiy kind to her, for she had 
told me a tale of wretchedness. 1 declined the mode 
of redress pointed out, and left the office, accompa- 
nied by Mr. Newton, the person on wiiom the for- 
gery had been committed; he solicited the honour of 
attending me to my lodgings, whither I meant to re- 
pair only to remove the few clothes I possessed to a 
place vi^here I could repose more confidence in its 
possessors. I declined, and he persisted, till the d- 
tercation brought us to the door- I felt a timidity at 
entering alone; and suff^ed him to ascend; the 
woman seemei^ surprised at my return, but did not^ 
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.put any questions to me on the subject. I took niy 
l»undiev<ind left the house, telling the person tjiat be* 
longed to it, I hc^ed she would think the guinea I 
haxl left su£&cie^t £or Uie trouble I had given her. 

We walk;ed to the end of the court. Mr* Newton 
called a. coach; I stepped into it^ and he fidlowed; 
for anguish of mind had made me almost unconsci- 
ous ,pf what I was doing ; but I soon recollected ^e 
impropriety of my situation, and thanked Mr. New- 
ton for the attention he had shown me, and entreated 
lum to excuse me if I declined his company. 

His answer shocked me. He mistook im for one 
of those hapless beings, whose company money could 
purcb^e, and made me propoisals accordingly. I 
exp/ressed my disdain and aetonishment at this insuU; 
he pleaded the situation he had found nie in at my 
lodgings, so ill according with my appearance, and 
my apparent want of a home ; and begged me to ac- 
count, if I was a virtuous girl, for the want of fiiends, 
under which I seemed to labour. To explain the 
untoward circumstances that had led me into this 
unpleasant situation, I thought unnecessary, nor had 
a stranger a right to inquire. I told Jbim the latter 
io plain terms, and renewed my request, that he 
would stop the coach, as I wished to aJigbt. He re- 
/used, and began to take the most disgusting Hber- 
ties! he attempted to puU up tiie blinds, but my 
screams made him desist ; and in a few moments the 
coach was stopped by the interference of some per- 
fions, whom my cries had alarmed; several of them 
came to the door of the vehicle, apd inquired the 
cause of the disturbance. 

I entreated them to rescue me ; for Mr. Newton 
held me in his arms. He dared them to touch i^ i 
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and said I was his daughter, and had elc^ied &cm 
him ; that he had recdvered me, but I resisted has ^ 
fortd to convey me home to a sorrowing BffeC" 
tionate mother. The people began to disperse, wHk 
execrations on my base conduct, and I regarded rBPj" 
self as lost; for Mr. Newton was vociferously calli^ 
on the coachman to drive on towards St. Paul's 
Church-yard, when, thanks to kind Providence, m^ 
guardian angel, in the form of a good looking ^deriy 
man, interposed and saved me: or to speak vrithoot 
allegory, I must inform my readers that a person^ to 
whom Mr. Newton was known, laid his hand on the. 
coach door, saying, ^^ Is it possible to see you acting 
thus! you, the father of a young fafmIy,aiMi the hus- 
band of an anuable lovely woman, who reposed aU 
her confidence in you, and made you the unltufiiled 
possessor of a fortune, far beyond what you had ever 
the smallest right to expect: as her uncle and ^mer , 
guardian, I take upon me to asssert her cause, and 
I tell you I regard you as a villain." 

Mr. Newton seemed roused at these words from 
the stupor of amaze into which the appearance of tl^ 
old gentleman had thrown Mm, and he made some 
indignant remarks oft the conduct of his detector. 
He had relinquished his bdd, and taking advantage 
of this favourable opportunity, I opened the docnr 
n^xt me, and leaped from the coach with my bundle. 
I heard the voice of Mr. Newton, calling on me to 
stop, and this only served to redouble my speed. I 
hastened along through th^ first turnings tlmt pre? 
sented themselves to view, till weariness obliged me 
to stop, ' 

Seeing a small parlour window, in which wast 
placed cakes and toys for sale, in a very humble man- 
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iier«l entered, and saw a decent looking woman in 
mourning) who was fiir advanced in li^, but had a 
pleasing aspect, I asked her if she would allow me to 
sit dowiiy and take some refreshment in. her apart* 
ment, for I was a stranger, and not accustomed to 
go into pilaces where such things were sold$ she 
said I was heartily welcome, and sent out her daugb* 
ter, a mce little girl, ibr what I wanted. She ejed 
me and my bundle with earnestness, and asked if I 
had Sblt to go. I made no answer; but my eyes fiUed 
with tearsv ^^ Perhaps you have left a situation, and 
are returning home ?" I utt^ed a faint negative. 
^^ You seem afflicted, miss; can I assist you? I am 
sure, by your looks, you are a good innocent young 
creatui^e, and are far too pretty and genteel to walk 
by yourself in such a place as London." Kter iium- 
ble .abode, and plaiimess of manner^ inspired my 
confidence, and I imparted the mournful tale of my 
persecutions. She wept with pity; for she was a 
widow and now in mpuming for a lovely girl of 
aev^teen, her eldest daught^, who had been se- 
<kiced from her home a few months since, and who^ 
from the united effects of remorse, and the perfidy 
of her lover, had broken her heart. 

I agreed to board with this worthy widow, till I 
could hear of a situation, as her humble table would 
best suit my low finances. She went virith me to old 
Brompton, but we could hear of no ^uch iiames as 
Lady Aspley or Miss Melford, nor any persons an-> 
swering their description^ and I was thus disappoint* 
ed of gainii^ the least duo to trace out mybeloved 
sister. I went to Mr. Chapman's at the time he had 
fixed, still accompanied by Mrs. Brent, for I was 
afraid to venture otrt alone. That good man receiv- 
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ed iBe with pleasure; and rubbing lus hands with 
seeming sj^tis&ction, told me be bad been, so IcMrtu- 
nate a3 to engage me as English teacher to ^ lady^ 
who w,aa mistress of a respectable boarding school at 
Kensington. ^^ She is cousin to my late vsiie ; 1 
merely informed her that you werp come frpm East 
Bourne, to j^eceive a legacy that lay in my hands, 
and procure an establjisliment either m a seminary 
or private family; I made no mention of Sqphia, or 
your town adventures, so be discreet, £>Hd I, 4o 
not feay of yotir being a credit to my recominimda^ 
tion.'* He told me to be ready tlie next day at two. 
and }}e would call for me at my lodgings, in a coacii 
to escort me to Kensingto^. My tears were -teai^s of 
gratitude ; and my heart was ^^ed of an oppressive 
burthen. I rewarded Mrs., Brent in a liberal manner 
&r her kindness. Sl\e saw me .depart with regret, 
and macle ijae promise ap early visit. 

I fo\md ?ny situation very comfqrtg^ble^ my ccmi- 
duct pleased my employer, and gained me tlie love 
and respect of my pupils. I had been a Kensington 
nearly six months, wjien an event occurred to dig* 
turb my tranquillity* I was walking one evening 
with Miss Chapoiie, our French teacher, in a re- 
tired hine, wjien my companion exclaimed, " What 
a nice lady is coming towards us I but her dre^ss is 
too el^^t for walking; how much 'she resembles 
youin figure. 

I looked up: it was Sophia! I eagerjy flew to 
embrace her, but recognizing me, she Bed witli pre- 
cipitation, followed by a boy in livery, who attended 
her. I made a slight apology tp my companion, and 
desiriiig her to wait for me at a fruit-^shop n(?ar home, 
pursued the fugitives. Sophia stopped, at a sm^ll 



OF NINETEEN. 33 

gftte, and rai^ the bell : I caught her by the hand 

j«u9t itsr the loc^ was drawn back by a sickly looking 

wmnan-servant — ^**^My dear sister!" I exclaimed, 

^^ suffer me to speak to you for one half hour ; I 

^ promise nolyto intrude on you again, if you desire 

it. Deny me not this request, miy twin-aister! my 

still beloved Sophia." 

She was affected, though she strove to conceal 

, her emotion. ^^ If .you so mUeh wish to see me, 

Charlotte, c6me to-morrow at this time : at present 

I have .persons within whom it will notlbe agreesJl>le 

, to you (b meet; I own I 'would rather decline the 

; ^terview, our sentiments are not in unison." With 

"diese words she left me,<and\the gate was closed. I 

returned to Miss Chapone, and under ike seal of se- 

eresy, gave h'er the history of n^s^lf and iiisrei' ; for 

I knew not how dee to account for whslt she had 

witnessed. Miss Chapone waited for me at the same 

place tfaer next evening, for- 1 could not, with any 

propriety, leave home imaccompanied. 

Sophia's resid^ioe was a chajming retreat in the 
midst of a spacious garden, effectually secured torn 
'View by a lofty wall, bounded with pedlars. Sophia 
received me in an apartment, the ftimito^ of which 
; might with justice be styled magnificent, and hev 
dress corresponded : this display of splendour was 
: most likely with a view to dazzle my «y«9, and lead 
i me to sigh for similar luxury. By her d^ire, I related 
j the incidents that had occurred to me since our de- 
• parture*- I did this most minutely. When I had con- 
' eluded, she shocked me by saying, " you had better, 
^ Chariotte, have yielded to die addresses of Lord 
^ Morden; under his protection you would have es- 
caped these perils, and not have been in the grovel- 
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ling situaiioti of teacher ; you must possess a poor 
spirit; perhaps with all your high-flown notions of 
virtue you wHl fall in love with some fellow without 
a shilHog, who will he the ruin of you." 

I gave her an indignant reply. She laughod at me, 
and to turn tlie discourse, began her own liistoyy, 
which was concisely thus :— Lady Aspley . was an 
assumed pame, the real appeUation of thii^ i^amous 
Avoxnan was- Browning, and the account she gave of 
having two children a fiction. The house that So- 
phia now resided in jointly belonging to.Browiung 
•and Mowbray^ as did the others in Howlatid-dtreet 
Tlu3 at Brompton was occasionally used by thett- 
selves for purposes of force or seduction, and at ia- 
torvak let tp such of their employers as wanted a 
private retreat for their ladies. 

Poor Sophia, had been introduced to a gentleman 
named Greville, by Mrs. Browning* after previous 
care to inflame her passions, and subvert her morals, 
by arts disgraceful to the sex. Partly by persuasion 
and partly by force, Mr. Grcville triumphed over her 
•inrtocenee, and reconciled her to the life of a kept- 
mistress by his presents. He hired this vill^ for So- 
phia ; and she had occasionally lodgings in town» I 
had'Ahe §idditional shock of hearing from her own 
lips, that she ofl:en visited in Ilowland-street, and 
had occasionally seen Lord Morden there, who ne- 
ver ceased to regret my inflexibility, and execrate 
Matilda for allowlpg me to leave Bayswater. So- 
phia was a contented victim, pleased with her guilty 
trappings ; and previous to my departure, she again 
renewed her persuasions for me to embrace the 
«ame sbode of life. I could no;longer repress my I 
feelings; I roi^e from my seat, saying, " lK)st, de<ro- , 



nerate girl! no farther intercoui-se must pass be^ 
tween us ; nor will I ever acknowledge you ana sfe* 
ter till penitencer takes place of guilt and foUy inyour 
hardened bosom. She made no eiideavcnirs to detain 
rae; my presence was rather a restraint on her. 
But a deep si^ that she gave as I descended the 
stairs led me to hope she was not csdlous to remone 
or feelinjj. 

I unguardedly told my sister where I resided, and 
too soon had cause to repent my folly. She ehher 
had, fi'om thooghtliessness or design, (I fear the lat- 
ter,) mentioned it to the persons from whom I wish- 
ed to eonceal. T received a letter from Lord Mor- 
tlen, expressing the continuaneo and fbrrour of his 
love, and offering large settlements ; he entreated a 
personal interview at my sister's ; or if not there, at 
any place I should choose to appoint. I sent aii im- 
mediate answer: it AVas firm, reproached and decisive. 
I wrote the same day to Mr. Chapman; he applau4* 
ed my conduct, but advised a removal ; considering 
Kensington no longer a place of safety to me. I 
left the school with regret, and once more went to 
board with Mrs. Brent. 

In a few weeks Mr. Chapman procured me a si- 
tuation as companion to an elderly lady of the first 
respectability, residing in Berkeley-square. Mrs. 
Woodley soon imbibed a flattering partiality for me 
and was pleased to call me her adopted daughter. I 
'U'as introduced to all her friends, and made one in 
every party; nothing could be more eligible and plea- 
sing than the favours of my liberal patroness. ' I re- 
ceived a note from my sister, requesting to see me at 
her lodgings, near Oxford-street; I was to inquire 
for Miss Murray. I took the first opportunity of 
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■ complying with^her request, far I sificexeljr hop^d 
that penitence had prcHapted her to write. 

I found her in a lodging where dirt, and craifiisioii 
in its fumitiii|e, did not seem an object worthy to be 
attended to. I no longer beheld t^e elegant ladjr of 
pleasure ; Sophia was altered in person, but highly 
rouged, and dressed in modish frippery, arranged in 
a manner the most indecent and diisgusting. t slatt- 
ed back; but my sister extended her hand; I sat 
down by her on the sofa and wept aloud. Mr. Gre- 
viUe^ struck with the charms of a new face, had 
abai^cmed Sophia, and that without making her the 
least settlement. She had quarrelled with Mi» 
Mowbray and her colleague, and had taken these 
lodgings, which it was evident from the appearance 
of the other females belonging io the house^ were 
appropriated to the use of those who earn thek 
bread by prostitution. So|ihia wished to receive her 
aunt's legacy, and had sent for me to know where it 
was vested, a circumstance she had not previoudy 
attended to. I gave her Mr. Chapman's direction, 
but declined going with her for obvious reaoonS' 
Bhe confessed that her extravagance l\ad soon disst* 
pated the presents Mr. Oreville had made her, and 
she was now forced to submit to casual admirers for 
support ; yet the infatoated girl would not listen to 
my arguments, though I offered to supply her pecu- 
niary wants tin I could place her in a situation 
wliere a return of virtue and competence might 
hrliig her pe*ace. 

Intemperance and guilty pleasure enslaved her 
mind; and she said it would be time enough for her 
t« repent, and lead such a lifo as I suggested, \^heA 
the hand of time had rendered her old and ugly, I 
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stiH Was cotitinuing my prersuasion when Lord Mor- 
den entered th^ rooiti unannounced ; for I presume 
It was not a place where cer<3inony was attended to: 
he was advancing towards Sophia, but surprise at 
seMng me checked him i-^^^ Is it possible;, my dear 
Charlotte, that we must meet t O, yt)it little runa- 
way, what anxiety you have made me suffer! Hew I 
Witt make myself amends. Go, Sophia, and order 
tea." I cau^t my sister^s hand-— " I^eave me not, 
deair girl ! leave me not ! le^ my curses should call 
down heaven^s maledictions on your head: save me 
now, and I shaU Mess you with my latest breath/- — 
Sophia &mg her ai-iiis round my noc^, telling me to 
dismissmy fears; for she was not so vile as Lord 
Morden thought her. 

&he addressed him in a language that sbowifed jea« 
lousy prompted her expressions; and from their mu- 
tual revilings, I found th^t, on QreViDe's desertion. 
Lord Morden, disappointed in his views of me, had 
plunged her still further in the gtdf of infamy, though 
he refused to take her uiider his protection in answer 
to het intreaties for that purpose. Lord Morden de- 
parted, vowing revenge ; and Sophia, at naj request, 
sent for a coach. Whilst I waited for it^ Sophia 
blamed me for supposing she i^ould aid in bctrayirtg 
me against my inclination. " If you had at one time 
accepted Lord Mohlen's brilliajit offers, that would 
be a different case. But you must follow your own 
way.; I shall take mine." I sighed ; and wishing to 
turn the discourse, I asked her how she had disco- 
vered my residence. She said she had more than 
once seen me go into Mrs. Wobdley's honse; and 
having caused a person to make inquiries, she dis- 
covered that I was that lady V coinpaninn. 

n 
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triie coach conveyed dm safe to Berkeley, squtre* 
Mrs. V^oodley welcomed me home; she ^lowht 09 
slay kmgt but fortimatf ly^ did ool mquire wWe i 
had been vuutiim* I detioated felaehood; hut hoir 
could I have told the ttutii. It was 60d» ^ ftte to 
iiK^ire aB hoRoroUe &ttaehmeiit ; and the pawiKX) was 
mutoalt though I kept that a secret, eari^l^ guard- 
ed iomy own heatt; £s>r I looked forward to the keen 
ang^iii^ of disappointed kvve. Colonel Woodley vn9 
tk^miM» ohj^t i^my soliekude, the l^ephett^ a^ 
heir of my reverend protectress. I coold Qot cx]^e<^ 
htar saQclioe to a soarviage ao iBi^qtia) ; atid I used 
IB vain every eShtt to recaH my, thsant b^aitt* Tht 
cokmel had apartHfients aear thesqtiiMre^ a^d wast 
daily visiter ; but at Linden^hall, Beiksbire, a Wftu- 
tifel aea^ vi Mrs. Woodley's, ho was, every suia^iiiier, 
that lady's guest. 

TWe was a nnnie^rootQ^ in a I^urol grove, somcf 
distance Srom tibe house^ fitted tip ^^ilh large reee^fics 
fhQ of book». I was sitting (me day in this sweet re- 
tirement playing a pensive air on my lute, when Co^ 
lond Woodtey enteired; I loseto withdraw ,; hcf^ently 
detained me, and Bnuie a fervent avowal of l& 
passion ; and concluded by assuring me, that aH fas 
withies centered in the hope of soon addresasng ine 
hy the tender af^ellation of his beloved wife. I re- 
plied, that though highly sensible of his merit, it .was 
impossilde for me to avail myself of the honour he 
proposed. ^^ Impossibly, Miss Melfotd! you tnir^ 
prise me! why impossible ? Is another in possession 
of your amiable ^eart?" I blushed, and replied in 
the negative. This gave rise to a tender argument 
between us ; my assumed indifference was not proof 



^^[aioAt 1& entjteiL^es, aad I at lenglfa avowed tin ia- 
liel^esl he kad inadq io nij iieart. 

He was eoraptufed; but I damped his traiu^ort fa^ 
^odariog that I must leave lind^-haU and lum for^ 
ev«ir; for I could not act m dbhonorably by my dear 
Mis. Woodley, as to marry Jier ilepbew clandestine* 
ly; a&dk was not probable that she would ever eOn>^ 
fettitto soc^ ka aluance^^^SMow me, deap Char- 
lotte^'' 8iti4 the colonel, *^ to ccmsslt my aunt^; you 
rank figli in her estimation ; she b not swayed by 
avftrice^ or pr^iM&ced to wbrldty opiluona ; yoa are 
ii(m0^kmk Sie resiirds genoiRe .worth xiiore ifaan 
weidA:^ wWsed^ her,lind'^--*^^ not for the woiid," 
I exehimed; ^^ I cannot ccmsent ; it would be the 
jMght^pi^siimption hi me to sanction it. S^/hn:^ 
^ to depart, cind iet us mutually strive tooblttotnta 
fl^ oarnaoads this ti&foituniDle attachment/?*---^* Ne« 
yer!'* said the cotoneL We were mt^rrupted by a 
masdlng tiear us. I turned roundi, and pei^ved 
Mrs. Woodley cofinng f<Mfth from a i^cess where sfaa 
hid been reading pneviows to my eilteelng the minsic 
toeiii^ She took i»y hand, and ptaising it withm that 
isfbst Tikeptm¥% sftiii, ^* TImis let me, dear, turtoou^ 
<^rhyUe, r&waifd your worth/' 

The ootondi^ivedifae gift with rapture: never 
%vere there three happier persons toge^r. An ear- 
ly day was appointed for the, nuptials. Mr. Chap- 
man eame down to Linden-hail &r the express pur- 
pose of acting as father on the joyful' oecasion: he 
sincerely rejoiced at my happy prospects, and made 
tne a present of some vahiabk trinkets. >^ Boplna,^' 
smi tim good old man, ^^I UtiDk more love^ than 

{ourself; but ofwhatavailisbeauty without prudence, 
gave her a se\'ere kctttre whei^ ^ wailed on roe 
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to receive h^r money; yet I fear she will t^ot profit 
by it ; for she had scarce patience to listen to me, 
though I made her a benevolent offer if she would re- 
tura to the paths of virtue ; I could not have said 
more had she been my own and only child." 

The colonel) Mrs. Woodley, and myself, fonned 
one household ; we could not even bear the idea of 
separation. We remained three months after our 
marriage at Linden-hall, and then returned to Berke- 
Iery-9quare. Blest with an excellent husband, kind 
friends, a^d splendid affluence:, I bad yet a corrodin§f 
«are— my twin sister, my Sophia. With the appro- 
batiop of the colonel and his kva^t I strove to traee 
her out, (for I had no reserves from them,) that we 
might endeavour to bring her to a right way of think* 
ing, »nd place her in a retirement where she would 
be comfortable, and not disgrace us; but our efforts 
did not meet with the desired sitccess. I had been 
married above tiiree years, and had two lovely chil- 
dren before that event took place. 

I was at break&st one coming with my famify, 
when I was mlbnned Mrs. Brent wanted to speak to 
me; she. waited in my dres^ng-room, and I went to 
her as soon as the dejeuner was removed. I saw, by 
her countenance, that she had something of apathe- 
tic nature to impart: I asked the cause. ^^Your i 
sist^, madam!"— ^' My sister 1—tvhat of her? — \ 
Speak ! do you know Sophia ?" — ^^ Yciu shall hear, 
my d^r madam, what I have to relate. The other 
evening, as I was returning home from purchasing a 
few articles in Fleet market, I was attracted by a 
Cfowd of people surrounding a wretched loolung 
young woman who had fainted; when she recovered, 
1 asked Ler where she lived, and offered to conduct 



ber home ; shie ^d, ^ I have po home !' and agalA 
relapsed. I recollected my poor deceased daughter, 
«nd I pUied this houseless child of ,wa,nt. I had her 
conveyed to my house : I procured comfortable nour- 
ishment, and administered some small portion of it 
from time to time ; but she wenfout of one fit into 
another^ till! began to fear for her existence. I ex* 
amined her pocket book, not &om motivesof curiosi- 
ty^ but to discover, if ^os^ble, to whom she belong- 
ed. Gracious heaven ! I had soon ample proof that 
-she WES the sister of my beloved, respected Mrs. 
Woodley. Towards morning she became Aiore com- 
posed. I took ho notice of the ktiowledge I had 
«suned, but asked her if I should send to any person 
9iat knew her; she:replied in the negative, sulding, 
^ tha^ she would rather die with hunger than expose 
her wretched state to those allied to her ; for impru- 
4eiice has,' she continued) ,^ seduced me to what you 
see.' " I gave Mrsi Brent some money and an as- 
suifance tliat 1 would soon visit my sister. 

■In the afternoon I went, accompanied by the co- 
lonel and his aunt. Mrs. Brent was ^ving tny sister 
some warm wine as we entered the room. Her mea- 
gre pallid appearance was truly affecting: oi;fr meet- 
ing was pathetic — too much so to describe, the re- 
membrance of it is yet too much for me. I gently 
reprdacjied her for not acquainting me with, her dis- 
tre9S ; s&e replied, that she couTd not endure that I 
should triumph over her, and witness what I predict- 
ed would be the consequence of her imprudence, 
which had indeed eome to pass; though, in one sense, 
she added, poverty and des^tion haa been a benefit* 
for it had brought her to contrite repentance ; her 
eufTerings Ii^id beesi severe, but not uncottunon. 

1)2 
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be a warning to ttie fair sex ; she had exp€* 
all the degradations attending illicit connex- 
sick, pennylesg, and without a second gar- 
cover her reduced frame, ^ was? turned 
street by her inhuman landlady; and. after 
ng from place to place, during all .the hor- 
"amine, she fainted at a door where she had 
jolicited a hall5?^nny. 

Woodley and the colonel assisted ra^ incom- 
ray sister, and rewarding itfrs. Brent, who 
ly buried her only surviving child. I engaf- 
.vorthy woman to attend my sister, and tte 
f removed them to pleasant lodgings adjacent 
?-Park ; and at Sophia's^ request, I sent a 
clergyman to attend her every mormng : her 
;o health was but slow; but as sbon as she 
^vered sufficiently to travel, my. dear colonel 
L handsome annuity on my sister, to which 
ipman made some addition, 
hose South Wales for her residence. Mrs. 
isides with her. Her pious regular life gains 
She has had several offers of marriage, but 
at propriety has refused them all, under the 
aving once suffered a severe disappointment 
3art, which had determined her not to mar- 
t would have been absurd in her to have j 
the real cause. 

itters fi^re a comfort to me; they breathe re- 
3nitence ; and we constantly cwrespOByd^ — 
nel and Mrs. Woodley often deign to notice 
\ my epistles : it is a maxim of theirs to re« 
r tlie repentant sinner. 

THE UIS'I)- , 
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ORPHAN OF THE CASTLE 

A GOTHIC STORY. 



Near the east coast of England, about 8 miles from 
Berwick-upon-Tweed, and on the, German ocean, 
stands a little spot called Holy Island^ once the capi- 
^ tal of the North, and tlie see ot a bishop ; but time, 
that changes all things^ has removed the spintual go- 
yemment to Durham, and laid in ruins a castle, and 
a monastery, the remains of which serve only now to 
recall to mind the strength and piety of our Gothic 
ancestors. 

Lindisfame is the name of the castle as well as the 
monastery, toth of which are conjectured to have 
been built soon after the Conquest, or some time at 
least, before the time of tlie Crusades. ' 

Edward de, Courcy, a valiant young nobleman, and 
one of the favourites and companions of Richard in 
his famous expedition to the Holy Land, obtained' 
4bis castle as a perpetual domain for himself arid heirs 
forever from the hands of his imprudent, though ge- 
.nerous monarch, for his military services in the siege 
of St. John of Arc, where pur gallant countrymen 
'have since so eminently distinguished themselves 
against the marauding French arms. It had been, as 
"".before observed, of great strength and consequence; 
but by fiulure of issue, had reverted into possession^ 
of the Crown. Frcwn this time it was suffered to! 
&11 into decays and possessing some remains of its| 
aoeient gothic magnificence, a nujtnerous and fierce*! 
banditti got poss^ssJLon of the plnce, dilapidate*' ""^^ ' 
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defaced it until they were driven out by the neigli- 
bouring Barons, assisted by the king's troops; yet 
enough remained visible to impress the mind wilh an 
idea of its former grandeur and sublimity. In this si- 
^ation it became again a royal bequest to the noble 
Baron Mortimer St. Mar, ^ho, at the age of twren- 
ty-five, tjook for a- wife the beautiful Lady Edith, on- 
ly daughter of Lor4 Broomland, whose ancestors de- 
scended from De CourQy, the first possessors of tins 
castlie. 

Mortimer in his early youth, had imbibed all thfe 
enthusiasm of the age of chivalry; but, after his mar- 
riage, his time was entirely domesticated With his la- 
dy, who in three years time presented him with an 
heir to the noble title of Mortimer. This event was 
the cause of much festivity at the castle ; and the 
peasantry in the neighbourhood partook of the Baron's 
hospitality. But, alas! all human blessings are of 
short duration : a fever removed her from the side 
of her affectionate husband, and plunged him and his 
domestics in the deepest distress. The resignation 
of Lady Edith was exemplary; and on the ninth day 
from the beginning of her ilhiess, this pious and beau- 
tiful lady gave up her spirit for the happier regions 
of heaven. 

The Baron's grief was of that kind, that it shrunk 
from observation; to indulge it, he would often re- 
tire to the most unfrequented part of the castle, where 
he indulged his melancholy witli the flow of unavail- 
ing tears for the loss of an affectionate wite. In this 
hopeless manner, day after day, and night after night, 
did he mourn his loss, often vowhig never again to 
know peaxje or joy in the world; But thne, which 
effaces the deepest impressiqps from the hardest sub- 
i^tances, alleviated his sorrow, and, bv the persuasion 
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of hi8 friends, he was induced to relax from his grief: 
in short, ho resolved again to engage in the busy 
scenes of war, which were then carrying on in the 
Holy.l^nd. He was. in his prime, and his former- 
youthful services had not been forgotten, so that he 
soon got into command; but, previous to his depart- 
ure, he dispatched a messeoger with a letter to his 
brother, communicating to him his intentions, and 
pafticularlyrecommencUog hia infant spn Mortimer to 
his care and affection, In this letter he did not for- 
get his ancient domestics, the arrangement for whose 
iViture support he deferred imtil his brother's, arrival. 
The meeting ©f these two brothers occurred on 
Christmas-day. Twelve year^ had elapsed since 
they had seen each other. The cause of their se- 
paration |)0 miore existed, and the remembrance pT 
it even was obliterated in Mortimer's mind,sWhoso 
generosity was only equalled by the distress occasion- 
^ by the lo^s of his lady. But Lord Edward, (for 
so he was called by courtesy and patent,) his brother, 
still entertained the latent di^osition of malevolence, 
the propensity to which was not a little inflamed by 
his rebgious; education in Lindisfarne Abbey. Obse- 
quious attention to royal prerogative, and the crook- 
ed policy of a corrupted court, had ^arly taught hiin 
the arts of prevarication and duplicity ; yet he carri- 
ed himself with so much seeming affection to his bro-, 
ther Mortim^, that he soon obtained his utmost con- 
fidence; and in a few days the preparations for his 
departure announced to all his servants his final re- 
soluticm of spending some years, at least, in foreign 
parte. 

After haying made the. necessary dispositions for 
his travelsr, and settled some points of importance 
W'fth hiflKJomestics, he spent the short interval of 



ice 



4(J THE ORPHAN 

few da3rB in consoling and w^fping/over bk ii^nt 
son Mortimer St. Mar. Hin ancle, Lord Echnrard, 
had taken upon himself to |>e his guardian dunng his 
Cither's absence ; and proinised to tran^t to Sim^ 
as often as an occasion offered, aii account of his 
health, welfare, ahd progresis in learning. 

His time of depaiture arrived ; and, aider b€^fi^ 
accompanied by his dependants ci^eral m9es on the 
road, thev seveiu&y took theii* leave with tears and 
benedictions ; hor did they lose sight of ^m tifi the 
partuigfays 6f light absorbed the object &om their 
eight. 

Ten months elapsi^d before ai^ ti<IKiig8 were receit* 
ed at the castle of Lord Mortimer; when one even- 
ing, an old wounded knight, "named €onnt Ndm, 
sought admission at the castle gate with a letter t0 
the Lord. It was written by its former possesisdr in 
the last agonies of death, in which lie very |>athetic- 
ally lamented (he helpless Me of bis orphan <Ad\dy 
reccmimeiiding him most devoutty 16 h^vefi, and 
Very earnestly to the protection of his uhele; nor W4re 
ins servants forgotten in this pressing epktiie. Thi^ 

; dd knight (Nerva) repoi1;ed, that he ^led ^ioriously 
in the field of battle of his wounds, after having p^^ 
ned and chalged him wi^ the delivery of that letter. 
The Heir of (he Casde was happily inaeiisil^te of 

£ tiie loss of such a jiarent ; and Lofd Ed^rd bore 
the tidings without much app^trent ^rrow. A great 
change had taken place in tiie castle. ' The servants 
of the Baron had been, one after another, dismissed 
&om their employ, and Lord Edward's doi!nesftics oc- 
cupied their situations. The principal apartments 
Were occupied by sycophantic dependants; and no- 

. ^ing remained in its former state, but the little nur* 
$:eryoftbeiafimt orphan ofthelatp Lord. The care. 
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of Hm ioipoirtant cha^e had been from the first as^ 
signed to an old mi trusty servAnt named Edwin, 
wfeo had b^j^n a secant in the femilj from the in&a- 
nf 0thofrd MortaoBr himself. Upon the news of the 
^th c^ his bird ftni master^ his grief knew no 
bowda^ be tore his vestments ajoid his hau* ; and, 
d^trpeted with the vipkoce of his emotion^ ran up 
to the mursery m the tower, where, snateiung up the 
elnld, who was at play on the floor, he knelt with 
him m his arms b«fiir^ the picture of his lord, and 
vehement e;xciaimed, ^^0 thou most precious rehc 
of ^lia noble hion^ where ia now thy parent and pro- 
tector !" Wrhjpse words were no soiHierutter^ than 
ail officious d%encbnt of Lord Edward's, who was 
in waiftsng on the young baron^ carried the words to 
his master, and r^peati^g ,them with additional inci- 
dents, completed the rain of this true and affectionate 
senrant; for the nextmornui^ he was called into the 
liaU, wh^!ehe was informed his services would for 
^e fiiturebe dispensed with; and, with that, paying 
him hk arrears of salary, <»*dered him todepart 

The good Edvvia withdrew with humility. He had 
perceived the af^rpach of the gathering storm ; and 
he had, by every prudent means in his power, endea- 
voured to delay his dismission, which for some time 
East he had hourly expected to receive. Imperious 
y habit. Lord Edward he knew was inflexible, and 
opposition to his command would only irritate him 
i&rther. It was true be had been placed by his no- 
ble Iprd, Mortimer, about the person of his child, as 
he Jhad in Ms ia&ncy experienced the most tender at- 
tacbilient ; but the authority Jthat had placed him 
there was no more; and^ mucn as he regretted the 
loss of his former station, he submitted to it wth re- 
signfUion, without attempting )to exculpate himself in 
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a$ure whatever, but putting up an ejaistj^ta* 

er to heaven, for the safety df the heir oi Mor-* 

ind invoking the^hade of his old lord to hovet 

d defend his cliMd, he at last reached an bps- 

peasant's hovel, where he intended ta abide 

re fiivourable opportunity should draw Mm out. 

he events of 'this world are not governed by 

lies of weak mortals, and death pays no re- 

► innocence more than to guilt* Ah epideniic 

er, soon after Edwin's departure,, seized th^ 

5t. Mar, the amiably heir of Lord Mortimcr» 

it was reported, he had caught from the sinis» 

«ses of a bare-footed mendicant friar, who 

fered to visit the nursery in the guise of a con* 

) a female attendant on the chUd. The dis- 

lade rapid progress, and the thirteenth day 

1 him to the comnjunion of saints. 

is disaster Lord Edward seemed to take on; 

yrief, though neither loud nor vehement^ was 

For several days he refused nourishmerit, 

Id admit to his presence any of his household; 

of day was shut from his apartment, and he 

)Oiunded indulgence to his lamentations. But 

) funeral rites were performed, and St* Mar 

le vault of the castle, he appeared in the 

I, and received the compliments of the no* 

his accession to the barony and honours of 

ne. 

aposition^of Lord Edward was, by nature, 
, overbearing, morose and irritable ; to his 
labghty and supercilious, though favming 
luious to those abciye him ; but, notwith- 
he malice of his heart, he had so well con- 
venom of his nature by long practii^np: dis- 
. that he ha<l impo^f'd npon bis Musiis^i^'cr- 
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ing bi«itber, who, by constituting him guardian ta his 
cbiHi had invested him with all power and authority 
<ftt the castle. Now lord of that ca&tle, and jealous 
ef fak power, without any claim to its respect, he wife 
by turns a tyrant and a parasite ; for though he ex- 
acted, by disposition, the homage of his dependants, 
With abject meanness he was himself a slave to the 
«mile of power ; unsocial by nature, and extremely 
«vancion0, the souAds of mirth and festivity were 
banished from the mansion of Lindisfame,the hospi- 
lable banquet no longor appeared ; and the gat^s of 
tiie castle reluctantly ^ unfolded their ponderous hin- 
ges, even when the surly porter refiised not admitr 
tas^ to the pilgrim and the stranger. 

The pride of the Baron gathered consequence by 
■ecfauriori, and hb austeci^ rendered him dLpleasing 
to the neighbouring nobility. His friendship he con- 
fined to one person., who sometimes visited him in 
his retirement* This was Sir Bevis of York, who 
passed some months ev6ry summer at the castle, 
during the first seven years that Lord^Edward ivas 
its master; but at. the end of that period he went 
.abroad ; and, ^fier his departure;, the Baron seldom 
went wi^out the boundary of bis castle walk. 

Nineteen years after tne death of young St. Mar, 
Richard returned fiY)m the Holy Land. All England 
rejoiced at the presence of their beloved Monarch, 
and the capital was thronged with every description 
of persons, to welcome his enlargement from capti- 
vity. To show himself on this public instance Lord 
Edward emerged bom his retirement^ and crossing 
the sea, repaired in sullen state to the court of Eng- 
land ; he paid his duty to the King : but his jauff- 
dicel mind turning, with disgust, from scenes of 
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l^ei^iire >vhich his gloomy soul could no longer eO' 
joy, he heartily set out on hia return to the casth.^ — 
On his returning back, he narrowly escaped si^ 
^reck; but wheii he landed, be mcHinted rbis barse, 
inpatient to arrive at his mansion, as the only thear 
tre where his grandeur Qould be properiy, exhibited*, 
he pressed his courser with impetuosity, and without 
delay, proceeded towards Lindisfiirne. At theeloae 
of the day, a storm from ^the east seemed fast ap- 
proaching, the hills gathered rain, a heavy^ black 
cloud darkened the road before him, and a ciimsoB 
streak of sky here and there added to the trem^ndon? 
appearance of the bursting storm. The rain jiow 
|ell in tor!rents, the blue hghtning played abbut.lns 
iace, and the thunder rolled towards hkn. InvaiB 
they sought a Bhelter&om the rain ; the heath before 
4hem was a desolate waste ; and the moon, which at 
intervals afforded a faint light, <mly served to shg>y{ 
than "the dreariness of the plain. Lord Edward 
pressed vehemently forward, and soon discoveeedat 
some distance, the appearance jof a dwelling. He 
tidvanced towards it; but a small wicket impeded hk 
progress ; his horse h6 knew, could easily clear it*, 
but in vain he used his spur, the steed refbsed. The 
fiery spirit of Edward, impatient at the storm, which 
now became more violent, again prompted him to 
force his courser. JThe horse reared, plunged, and, 
rearing a second time, fell back upon his Lord. The 
attendants who stood aloof, now ran to lus assistance; 
they raised him from the ground, and saw, by ike 
light of the moon, which soon after shone -out from 
between the clouds, tha^ the building before .them 
was surrounded by a deep moat, over which ras a 
drawbridge, which the wicker opened to. The 
bridge was drawn up ; and had Lord Edward'scoui- 
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: ser obeyed his nder, they must both have been pro- 
tsipitnted' into a deep ditch, the sides and bottom of 
. which , were foil of long iron, spikes. 

The servants cailing loudly for assistance^ a glim- 
meanng light appeared at one end of ^the building, and 
alowly moved within the grated windows. They 
Waited some minutes, but no one appeeuring, they 
again demanded help. A bell tolled from the turret 
In ^6' centre of the mansion, and a. large door be<^ 
^ ing opened, an old man, in the habit of a priest, 
came forward, and seeing ^e person of Lord Ed** 
> ward in distressi, immediately let down the bridge* 
They passed over it, and following their reverend 
conductor, entered into a chapel, where the brethren 
of St. Anthony's monastery were at vespters. The 
superior stood at &e altar, a,nd beside liim knelt a 
. youth habited as a knight. His armour was of po? 
^ liahed steel ; and his crested helmet being off, disco- 
'' vered a countenance animated and beautifuL His 
[ person, though he hardly appeared twenty years of 
' age, was lofty and commanding. The service was 
interrupted; and the youth ran to the assistance of 
the expiring knight. He unbuckled his, helmet, 
Ifiped the Uood from his mouth, and Lord) Edward 
•Ascovered- signs of life. He breathed short, aqd 
'Convulsively, groaned with extreme anguish, and 
opening his eyes, they became fixejd upon the straur 
ger, wiien^ almost ^rting from th(^ir orbits, his 
limbs shook, and ihe blood-vessel .which he had 
broken by his fail, again sent forth its crimson^'tor'- 
rent. l](e attempted to speak ; but finding Imnself 
unable, his impatie^e, accelerated liis danger. His 
glaring' eye-balls darted their angry frowns by turns 
On the group that surrounded him, and fearfully rest- 
ing tliem on the stranger, his grojins became more 
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deep and inward. A suflbeationf which they ft]ppr>9^ 
hended, soon came on ; his respiratk>n grew more 
difficult, and, after a faint struggle, he expired ; but 
his eyes, over which death had laid a thick^m, were 
unclosed, and still bent upon the warrior, who turn' 
ed from the horrid spectacle ; and the corpse beings 
removed into one of the cells, joined with the holy 
brethren in prayers for the departed. After mass wa» 
performed, the supeirlor pressed the stranger to re|K>se 
himself for that night at the monastery; but the slonn 
being abated, and the moon shining with unclosed 
lustre, he declined his invitation, and graceftiUy le- 
turning thanks for their hospitality, mounted kasL 
horse, and pursued his track across the heath. 

The attendants of the deceased Ban>n«} Lord £d^ 
ward, partook of what the convent afforded;, and 
being seated roimd a good fire, Edmund, Lord Ed* 
ward's page,. eagerly inquired about thw stranger, 
and received fi^r answer, th^t he had been driven 
thither early in the evening by the storm, and at their 
usual hour of prayer, had joined them in their de- 
votions ; this was all they could inform him. They 
were struck, they said, by his appearance; and 
would the rules of civihty (for, retired as they hved, 
..they were not ignorant of them) have allowed them 
to ask has name, they certainly should have demand- 
ed it :, they fiitpppsed he was in the service of the 
King, as itie cross on his shoulder was a token h^ 
fougM against ihe infidels. Edmund, after a pause, 
fiaidt " I have seen his likeness somewhere, but can- 
not immedtateiy recollect where." " Your thoughts 
ineet mine, (replied Hubert, anpther of Lord Ed- 
ward's servants,) and I can help you to the pla^. 
He is the image of that picture at home in the gi-eat 
hsiS of our Lord^'s brol&er, who died in the Holy 
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liOnd.'' In thk aad other discourse they passed the 
tisBB till >daj appeared, when Edmund despatched a 
^^rvant to the castle ; and as Lord Edward had no 
Inends to rei^eet him while alive, no one 'mourned 
Tjvfen the tidings of his death were made Mown at 
Liadisfeme. B^ wab, without much ccffemony, in- 
terred in tlie vault Zt the le"* o^ Joung Sfc. Mar; 
/ Jta^ wi<]) him the name and title expZ'^* 

When his death was annomiced to the J^gj^^^ 
Richard nobly rewarded those champions who i*^^ 
i»gnalized tbcsnselves m the Crusade, he l>estowed up- 
on Reginald Longford, the title, castle, and domains. 
^Among the foi^most of the wamors who had giv- 
en proofs of their prowess in this memorable csoise, 
wa3 Allan Fitz-Rohert, a youth of mean birth, but 
undaunted courage; Ins noble perscm and intrepid 
j?pirit had been admired and rewarded by Lord Long- 
fbrd, vfho had appointed him his ^ esquire. Even 
Richard himself owed his life to his' valour, and evqr 
after highly regarded him. 

He conferr^ upon him the honour of knighthood; 
appointed him a station near bis person ; and when 
fae publicly declared the service for which requite^ 
liini, pronounced his advancement to be the reward 
of his valour. And when this beloved Monarch was 
restored to his people, after his unjust detention by 
Lieopold, the Duke of Austria, Fitz-Robert was ho* 
noured with his friendship, and daily received fresh 
proo& of his regard. He was entrusted with his 
confidence, and was employed in a service of secre- 
sy, when, the storm forced him to take shelter in the 
monastery of Lindis^une ; for Allan Fitz-Robert was 
ihe stranger who had beheld the dying agonies of Lord 
Edward and joined IB prayers for the repose of his soul. 
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Lord Longford, whose friendship for 'the youth 
daily increased, the moif e he became acquainted widi 
Ms virtues, and the more feh his partiality justified, 
was arixioufl to introduce him to his lady, who had 
abeady taken up her residence in the Castle of Lin- 
disfarne. 

Upon this transactidh, Allan Fitz-Rofeert obtained 
permission to pass a short time with the Baron ; audN 
at thfe end of the fifth day, they arrived within sight 
of the mansion. • 

The horn was sounded by Longford's page, and 
the porter opened the gate. They passed the bridge, 
and entering the great door of the castle, crossed a 
quadrangle, and met the Lady Longford at the en- 
trance of the great hail. She welcomed them to the 
mansion with all the transport of true affection, re- 
joiced at the presence of her Lord, knd, t^ith an air 
of sweetness and dignity, extended her band to their 
guest. He had respectfully taken it, when an ex- 
clamation from the Lady drew his attention ; and he 
had hardly time to remove from where be stood, 
when a heavy suit of aifeour, belonging to Lord 
Edward, Jhe latter niaster of the castle, which hap- 
.^-isened^lo stand just above him,' fell from its station 
' with a ponderous violence on the ground. It was 
of great weight, and would most probably have in- 
jur^ Fitz-Robert considerably, if the Lady, who had 
seen it totter, had not warned him by her exclaraa* 
tion. The. noise drew togetl>er the domestics, who 
gazed with wonder at the armour ; but, happy to 
behold their master, pressed round him to welcome 
his arrival. One venerable person stood behind the 
rest, whom the Lady Longford particularly intro- 
duced. His name, she said, was Edwin, and he had 
formerlv lived in the castle, a favoured and faithful 
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servant of the Baron Lord Mortimer; but that his 
-successor had dismissed him from his service, and 
that he had since that period been struggling hard 
with poverty and age. " On my arrival here, (said 
fihe,'^ he prayed that he might sometimes have per« 
mission to visit the castle, and, while it remained in 
its present state, be permitted to feast his sight with 
the contemplaticn of his master's portrait. I have 
(continued she) assigned him a station in our house- 
hold, atid, by adding to his happiness, have consider- 
ably augmented my own ; and I know my beloved 
Longford will^/ejoice that his Matilda has soothed 
the declining Hfe of a faithful servant. The Baroo 
ffressed the hand of bis beloved wife, and turning tc 
Edwin, regarded him with attention. The old mat] 
had advanced into thia middle of the hall; bis face 
bore stronger marks of sorrow than age, and his 
countenance was intelligent, but melancholy; he 
leaned a good deal on bis staff, his long white haii 
was parted at the top, and neatly combed, hung upon 
bis shoulders. The tears streamed down his cheeks, 
as he hstened to the Lady's recital ; and his voice 
was broken by his emotions, as he thanked her foj 
her goodness. 

' At night, the banquet was prepared in the great 
haU, and during the repast, Fitz-Robert regarded its 
lodiness and grandeur with a kind of solemn admi- 
ration. Its roof was arched, and carried to the 
height of the castle, the floor was of black marble 
The banners of knighthood were suspended fronr 
the sides of the apartment, which were decorated ir 
different parts with trophies of military valour, A 
the upper endi of the hall stood the chair of state 
the lance and shield were crossed over the arms o 
Lord Mortimer, which sustained a helmet adorucc 
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with an enbrmous pliHnef tJiesc were placed ovei* 
the chair, which was covereKl jv;ith orimsoin velvets 
But AJian's attention was particularly attJ'aeted hf 
two portraits at the lower end of the aparttneiit| 0n0 
repres^ted a warrior completely armed, with the 
vizOr di his hbta txirned up; the other a lady, yoimg 
iHid beautiful. The warrior see|;ned preparing for 
hattle, and his look bespoke resolution djad courftge.. 
The lady's aspect, appeared strongly pictured with 
resignation^ fortitude, and love. The Baroness re- 
marked his attention to th^ portraits, and said, 
*^ These are the objects of Edwin's idolatry: they are 
not^ he affirms, half so beautiful as the originals; bill: 
we must make allowance for the old man's partiality^ 
to his master and mistress." 

The evening passed with rapidity ; the clock had 
struck twelve befoi^ they thought of parting, whda 
the Baron conducted Fitz-Robert to bis apartmenty 
which was situated near his own, on- the western side? 
of the castle. A long gallery, which had two doors 
at the end, led to the state chambers : one of these- 
doors opened to the youth's, and the adjoining one, 
which Was stron^y fastened, the Baron told h!m, had 
been formerly used as a passage to the chapel; but 
that they had never opened it, having always gone 
through the quadrangle, or square of the castle. 

Longford having seen that his friend was properly 
accommodated, retired to his own chamber. Pitz- 
R.obert looked round his apartment, which was large 
and lofty ; it was hung with tapestry that represented 
a tournament; his bed was of crimson velvet, with 
arrqfs similar to those in the hall placed in the dome ; 
a heavy lance and target were crossed over the chim- 
ney, and a large picture fronted the bed's foot. The 
picture represented a group of figures that sinround- 
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fed A lady, who was sitting under a canopy^ith a 
diUd in her lap ; a gentleman stood leaning over the 
back of her chair, looking at a man who seemed 
prti^iog fofWBtd to view die infant. He raised the 
taper, to examine the figures distinctly, and saw upon 
the child's wrist, the eKact form of an arrow.v He 
drew up her sleeve, and smiled at the oddness of the 
circumstance : as 1k) had a similar mark on his own 
arm. He looked at the picture for some minutes with 
the wannest admiration; it was done by the liandof 
a master; ^nd he applauded the judgment and taste 
of Longford, who he had informed him, that it was 
hi« intention to continue in its present state the gift 
of his sovereign. Fitz^Robert's rest was broken and 
disturbed ; his sleep was unre&eshing; and his mind 
occupied by dreams of conversation with the ancient 
inhahitanls of the castle ; the forms of persons he 
had never seen before, hovering round his bed, and 
he awaked in the morning harassed and uncomforta- 
ble. They assembled at breakfast ; and that day, and 
the following, were passed in receiving the congra* 
toiations of numerous visitors. 

Edwin appeared to have renewed his age. He had 
become his master's confidential atteiidant, and often, 
while looking at him, tears silently rolled down his 
face. He frequently entertained him with the praises 
of the late Ba]x>n Mortimer and his Lady, and expa- 
tiated with rapture on their numerous virtues. This 
£uthful historian was never so happy, as when he 
drew Fitz-Robert's attention to his discourse. The 
smile of triumph lighted up his features, when he re- 
lated the prowess o^ hia old master ; but the recital 
was concluded with a sigh, that the virtues he re- 
4sorded should sleep in the grave, where Uq himself 
would most gladly lie down for ever. 



o8 THE OEPHAN 

On the third night, he appeared at the bottom of 
the stairs, and requested permission to light Fite- 
Robert to his apartment. This office he continued 
to perform ; and one night, as they passed tiuough 
file gallery, he observed him transiently looking at 
the pictures. He stopped, and pointing at the dtf* 
ferent personages that came ivithin his ovm recrflec- 
tion, enlarged on their various excellences. A ve- 
nerable lady, whose portrait he particularly notieedi 
was, he said, Horatio St. Mai% ipother of his Lord^ 
She was in a rehgious habit, having founded a monas^ 
tery, on the death of her husband, of which she had 
been abbess, and her great learning and piety had 
during her life been the theme of every tongue. The 
youth regarded the pictute with admiration, and re* 
luctantly passed on to the next. - Tins rep^resented a 
warrior, wbose face he seemed to have a faint recol* 
lection of having seen. Edwin made no comment 
on this personage, and quickly passed on to the por- 
trait of his mistress, the Lady St. Mar; but Fitz- 
Robert still looking at the warrior, Edwin told him^ 
that was Lord Edward, his master's brothelr, the late 
possessor of the castle, who had been killed by a fall 
from his horse near Lindisfarne Abbey. Fitz- 
Robert, by the mention of this circumstance, imme^ 
diately recollected that the person, whose death he 
had witnessed at the monastery, strongly resembled 
the picture before him. " I was present at his dis« 
solution," he rejoined, "and never beheld sonae- 
lancholy a sight ; he died in great agony, and visibly 
struggled against the approach of death.'* " Oh! 
. (said Edwin, in a whisper, and looked fearfully around 
.' him, ad if he would not be heard,) he never enjoyed 
: himself while alive, and no wonder, he should shnirk 
] from death.'' 
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Fit2sRobert took the taper from £dwin, and rais- 
ing it .to examine the fro^^miog visage of Edward, 
the lightsuddenly grew pale, and was soon perfectly 
iextinguialied. He told ihe old man to wait, while he 
^n to his own apartment to light it at his fire. They 
:wexe in total darkness, and Fitz-Robert cantibusly 
^n^ing for his door, found it, as . he thoi^ht, a-jar. 
He crossed the threshold,* but scarce had he gone a 
step beyond it, before he foxmd the ground give way 
beneath Ms .fBet\, and he fell, with great force, a con- 
siderable^ depths He WHS much bruised ; and being 
withont ahy light, was apprehensive of falling still 
fiirther, if Jie attempted to gain the gallery. He 
called loudly 'on Edwin, who having heard lum fall, 
liad knocked at the Baron's chamber, to beg he 
ip^ould go to his assistance. Longford, who had not 
yet xetired to hift bed, opened his door, and adva|kced 
towards the place from whence he heard his friend's 
Vi^ice; but when he saw by the light that he held in 
his hand, that the bolted door was thrown open, and 
thatJPitZ'-Robert answered him from thence, his as- 
totiishment deprived him of speech. He looked at 
Edwin fot itiformation, who, pale as death, could only 
xelate their onployment, and that Fitz»Robert had 
only gone to his apartment to relight his taper. 
Long&rd ran to the assistance of his fHend, and with^ 
some difficulty hdped him to regain the gallery. The 
Baron than said, for that nigM, he should suspend 
any further inquiries ; but the next morning he would 
find out the truth. Edwin looked with meaning, and 
crossing himself devoutiy, said, ^^ God, in his ap- 
pointed time, will discover all thmgs!" They 
|>laced the bar across the door ; but its weight re- 
quited all the strength that the Baron and his friend 
po»^S3ed to Jlifl it. 

A 
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They then separated for the night, and Fitz- 
Bobert, for the first tiine,iumed the key of his apart* 
ment. He sat down by Hs fire, of which only a jfew. 
dying embers remained, and revolving what had 
passed, thought succeeded thought ; and he so deeply 
meditated upon the many events of his life, that h» 
candle was expiring ip the socket, before he per- 
ceived that he must make haste to undress hinaseU^ 
or he should soon be left in darkness. 

The clock had jiwt struck one, when a noise iir 
the gallery drew his attention. He li^ened^ and dis- 
tinctly heard the sound of footsteps; a Hght rustling 
of garments appeared to proceed from the mifie* 
queuted passage. He opened his door ; the no^ 
ceased, and he iittributed it to his imagination. ^ He 
advanced a few paces into the gallery ; but afl wa«. 
silent; upon which he returned into his chamber, 
and retired to rest, with a mind devoid ef fear, 
though not perfectly tranquillized fi'om the events cf 
that uight. 

In the morning, he strove to recollect the wild ex- 
cursions of his sleeping fancy; he remembered, that 
at one time he supposed |ie had involuntarily dravm 
aside his curtain to look at the picture, from whence 
he thought the Lady descended ; who having ap- 
pproached his bed, took him by the hand, and re* 
garded with attention the mark upon his wrist : a 
warrior, he fancied, then entered his room, and bade 
him rise, when each taking a hand, they led him 
down the bolted passage. At anotlier time, he had 
imagined he was at the court of Richard, who cre- 
ated him a Baron of the realm. These visions of die 
night appeared so real, that there were moments 
when he could harly dispossess himself of the idea, 
but that the Lady really had conducted him to the 
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adjointng tower, and that het descent from the picture was 
no illtusioQ, 

He met th^ B^oii and his Lady at breaikfastj; they dis- 
eonrped of thd ynejcplored passage, and various conjectures 
occupied their thovrgixtsan^ conversation, till their repast 
was concluded, and each had retired to dress for the day. 

When Matilda had retired aJso^ the Baron summoned all 
his servants to the great hall, and threatened them with his 
displeasure If they evaded the truth, promising Uis forgive- 
ness to whoever had been led by curiosity to- open the bolted 
apartment. They ail declared, that (since they must speak) 
none of them ever willingly went near that ejid of the cas- 
tle ; and as for the room which joined the tower, it was weJi 
known to have been shut up for years before his Lordship 
was master of the castle. The Baron looked angry; and 
sternly amazed,, and addressing himself to Edwin, who .was 
■ liatenii^g attentively (but without speaking) to what passed, 
asked him whose thi^ apai^tment was when he lived in the 
cafitle. " My Lord's," replied Edwin, '* till his departure for 
tlie Holy Land; then the young Baron occupied it^ but I 
was dismissed soon after the meUncholy event of my Lord's 
death- was mad^ known here : some of the dojoiestics^ how- 
ever, informed me, that a hw da,ys after the interment of 
the young Lord, the Baron caused all the rooms at this end 
of the castle to be shut up; and removed himself fr(Wi the 
, chamber in which jour Lordship 8leq)s, to one on the east- 
em side of the mansion." " Was ever any cause assigned 
for this removal?" said the Baron. ** Only this," answered 
Edwin, ** that his Lordship could not bear the aight of places 
wliMk so ^rcibly reminded him of persons whose loss so 
jnuch iirffli3^d him." " What apartments are there beyond 
the door at the end of t|ie gallery?" Inquired the Baron. 
" Two, my Lord," replied Edwin; *^one on the right which 
was the confessional; that on tholcfl was formerly occupied 
by Father Launcelot." 

Fitz-Robert, during this conversation, appeared buried in 
thought. He was roused, however, from this reverie, by the 
Baroo^s resolution of exploring the Haunted Tower, wMch 
he found was the name it was ccmamonly known by, Fitz- 
Robert offered to accompany him ; and as Edwin was the 
only person acquainted With the situation of the place, the 
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Baron ordered him to lead the way. Being each provided 
with a light, they proceeded to the bolted door^ which wa^ 
opened with great difficulty. Edwin advanced first ; but th^ 
wind, which in opening the door, had ascended the stairs, 
blew out his torch. Fitz-Robert, who was next hini, then 
took the lead, and descended; the Baron followed, and Ed-; 
win had no Siooner put his foot upcm the second stair, than 
the door fell fast behind him. ^ 

At the approach of the light, the birds that had been for 
many years in quiet possession of the l^uilding, flew from 
their nests, the walls had in many places gone to decay, and 
the creeping ivy had found its way throtxgh; the stairs 
were much broken, and by the constant damp were cover^ 
ed with green moss. A projecting step, that jutted from 
the loose earth, had broken Fitz-Robert's fall, which, as they 
passed the spot, they stepped to e:samine, and Edwin pi<^> 
ed up something from the ground. It was to apipearance 
an old piece of copper ; but rubbing it upon the floor, it ac* 
quired an air of brightness, and holding it to the light, he 
exclaimed, " It is a gold clasp, that was worn by my yotmg 
Lord." They arrived at the landing-place, and found both 
doors open. — They entered first the habitation of the holy 
man; The furniture was going rapidly to decay. It con- 
sisted of a pallet bed, a table, a crucifix, a small picture of 
the virgin, his cowl, a fewX>atin 'Maiiuscripts, and an ear- 
then lamp. Sir Allen Fitz-Robert stumbled on a small bun- 
dle that lay on the floor, which they took up, and examined. 
Within was a child's vest, of white satin, the border curi- 
ously worked ; and a clasp, the fellow to that found on the 
stairs. ' 

They examined the apartment with care, and turning up 
the straw bed found several^mouming habiliments, a scarf, 
and a beaver adorned with black feathers, a lanc^; and a 
shield with the arms of Lindisfame painted on it ; the dress 
had evidently been worn at a funeral. *^ Who attended 
young St. Mar as chief mourner?*' said the Baron to £d» 
win. " Sir Bevis of York, my Lord," replied the latter.— 
**Were you present at the interment ?" " I was. A multi- 
tude of spectators assembled in the chapel ; I mixed with 
the crowd, and mourned, with real sorrow, the early death of 
the young heir." " And what," said tiie Baron, " became df 
the knight who attended your young Lord to thfe vault of 
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now proved ineffectual; it was necessary, however, it alu>ul4 
appear to the domestics, as if what had happened: was not 
thought worthy of regard. At night, the great haU. was 
filled with visitors, and the usual diversions took place; the, 
festivity that the Baron promoted in the evening dissiputed 
the alarms of the day; and whea the, hour for retirament 
arrived, the inhabitants of the castle slept in peace, devoid 
of apprehension, even of the Haunted Tower. 

But Fitz-Robert, whose apartment was more nearly c6n:- 
nected with it, alone took a retrospect of what had past. 
Though utterly devoid of superstition, he was ficmly con- 
vinced that a superior power had directed the events of the 
day,. The miraculous opening, of the door, the garment 
found in Father Launcelot's cell, and the noise he had Heard 
ill the gallery the preceding niglxt, all impressed him witha 
thorough beiief, that the tower adjoining his chamber hail 
been the place of action for some great work of imquity; 
and he Uiought it not improbable, but that he might he 
ehpsett as. the instrument of Providence, to discover the se- 
cret. His fall into the unfrcctuented passage, the door of 
which'must have opened to receive him, gave birth to this 
opinion; and he determined to obey the will of Heaven, . 
should he be called upon to answer the summons. He had 
'undressed, and was lying down in his bed, when a rustling 
on the opposite side of Jiis apartment, and a low voice, prOf 
nouncing the name of St, Mar, made him stai-t from his pil- 
low, and hastily undraw his curtain. He looked attentively, 
and listened, but neither saW nor'heard any thinff.Oipre. He 
composed Iiimself again to rest; and relying on that provi^ 
dence which had lutherto so manifestly protected faim^ he^ 
was just falling into a slumber, when the same voice, bvit 
louder, calling on St. Mar, awaked him. He drew his 
sword, which always lay upon his pillow, and undrawing the 
curtain, had set one foot on the floor, when his faculties were 
suspended, and his whole frame petrified by what he saw. 
The same figure he had beheld in his sleep, the first night 
of his arrival at the castle, now passed slowly before him, 
and waving her hand with a majestic air, bade him ui a so- 
lemn tone, to repair to the monastery of Lindisfarne; and 
slowly retreating towards the door of his chamber, in the 
same ^lemn tone, bade him remember, and pointing to- 
wards the picture> s^id, *^Thy Mother wajun*s TaKi.T 
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Thrice h. attempted to speak, bbt h« vojce d.ed away ere 
heconld articulate a ea^\« sentence: a M«pt Power de- 
S^^rftoTrf utterance, aSd hie sttainn^ "y^-^t^ulS^ 
fe to the dbor. A ftint Ught atreamed around the viaion, 
SS^,^lpa»U« the fleet&g shadow, e^,?! »Pf .^^ ?« ^ 
tri«AtneB9? Ifteluaunoue appearance Btdl «"a^'«;t«f Jf 
*!,Sk»r. ho extended his arm towards it, and exclaimed, 
^STtf^houa^l^ aTusWn o'^*« b-in, teU me why th« 
~tod!" Butthephantomhaddisappearederehecould 
XHSMJuwtion. He threw himself on the bed, and it 
*« e«me iinntes before he could recover hunsdtf ftom the 
WnXao^nt^ which he had been thrown. Jhe tore or 
fie ladv was deeply impressed upon hu memp^, ^d ex- 
IStly MbtedUpoiteritof the Baxones. of Mortuner in 
thTWhalljbntthowordi "Thv mothk* wabj^s thee, 
^&i*S in his eaif. The comiBand to repair to the monas- 
^T^U^oxtiB was inexpUcWe; but he "solved to 
obJv the mandate, and leave the rest to the disposal of Hea- 
ved! He waited with impatience for the. 'normng,a^d when 
h» heard the Baron qtpt Ms <*«nber, jajnedhim m ^e gal- 
lerv The? descended the stairs; and H^tz-Robert, with an 
SktJ^ c^tenance, aad * voi^ ^^^ ^^^'^y^ "^J^PZ 
SSionof his mivd, related to him the We«a^ /f * 
««ctre, and her command to repaw to the """'^^^'y- J»J 
Bw^ Embraced him with fervor, and hstened with attentwr 
Z> m accotmt of all he had seen that maht in the wertcr 
^artment, and it was feed that the 1"°*'^ ««i«^ 
J?t«-Robert should quit the cattle. The Baron did not wai 
for an Sivitetion to Accompany his friend, but feehng hun 
■ self ineome detice a party concerned, as Lord of the man 
rf«i Wh^ie a^estra.^ events had befallen Ws guest, mad 
an immediate offer of bearing him^company on i^lfi^J^^ 
Fitz-KobeTt,hc clearly saw, was the wrson to whom rrov 
dence had delegated some important disooveryi as *oj°' 
merpo««ssor8 of the castle had quitted the peaceful mw 
«on of the grave to deliva- their rammands to a low-bor 
etmnger. He crossed himself with devotion; wd as ti 
femily of Longford was innocent, he trusted the P»»*mM 
would only m upon the guUty. " My Sovereign (said to 
bestowed upon me this noble inliontancJ; but if a high 
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Is me to resigfn it, I sabmit to its decrees^'' ^ Hur 
le/* said Fitz-Aobert, also crossing hinwelf. * 

rreed to keep Lady Matilda ignorant of the real j 
lieir departure from the castle ; a mandate from the 
liring Fitz-Robert's immediate presence^ waa to be 
ible reason, and that the Baron intended aocompa* 
1 part of .the way. The Baroness hunented the 
»ir guest; and in the warmest termsvpressed him 
o them, whenever he could disengage himself ftom 
ance on the king. Fitz-Eobert's heart was rq^lete 
tude ; though tiie power of thanking her by nv <Md» 
d; but his looks were more expressive than the 
ired eloquence : he knelt at her feeL and at laet 
: ^^ On the uncertain smiles of courtly favour I ^ 
placed a precarious dependence; but though ediK « 
he hands of indigence, and trained to. poverty firon 
», yet, Lady, possessed of yours and my Lord 
s regard, I could forego the smiles of power, or 
the cottage which ambition first caused me to de- 
is declaration was made with a sincerity of heart 
vident in the ezproseion of his animated featnres. 
to his apartment, to make the necessary prepara- 
s intended departure, with a mind wholly absorbed 
husiam of friendship. His afl[ections, strong and 
ted themselves (m his patron^ the Lord Loxigford, 
achment whcih had every requisite to render it 
. Gratitude was the basis on which the purest 
had erected its structure; the character of his 
id adopted as a model for his ow;n. 
Bsed that day at the castle, without the interrupt 
tors; and as they meant to depart at the dawn 
wing day, when the Baroness rose to retire he 
iwards her, and bowing upon the Jiand she pre- 
) ^^ J S9% madam, to attend a summons i daTO not 
t though commanded by a power whose' man- 
respect, yet the soul of Fitz-Robert will still re- 
I castle of Lindisfame. Your eoodness, lady^ 
ay heart, and your patronage wifi secure me the 
e world." 

wii of day, Fitz-Robert and the Baron met in 
dwin, who had risen to look once more at Fitz- 



J^obert, stood at tho door to bid thsm fhrewell. The yoal 
liuuiked the old man for hia atteiition, who {ailing at 
feet, embraced hift knead, and prayod that heaven would pottj 

- its litosings on hi» head. ^* Forgive me (said he,) but -I 
«^But, whatf" aaid Fitx*Robcrt, «'Oh, (rejoined EdwinJ 
tfaou art the image of my Lord?" The youth trembled] 
9nd supporting hinuelf on the back of a chair near whic 
he stood, inarticnlately answered, *^ of thy lord!*^ ** Tea, (rejj 
iplied Edwin,^ tlie hero St. Mar.'' Lord Longford, whj 
ihad quitted the haU to gi^ some orders to his servants, ai 
this instant returned, and told Fitz-Robert he was readjfJ 
The old man wrung his hand, and when he could no longc( 
beh<dd him, returned into the hall, and by regarding th< 
portrait with increased attention, was more and more cou^ 
imioed, that had young St. Mar himself been alive, he coul^*! 
not have borne a stronger retemblanoe to the picture, thau^ 
Hie youth who had just left the castle. 

At the end of the second day, the travellers were within 
a few lioui^s ride of the mon^tery, and, as the night was 
ccming'ony the Baron advised resting till the morning; but 
Fitz-Robert leas impatient to proceed, and they arrived at 
the convent about midnight. The passing bell, which pro- 
elaimdd an approaching dissolution, was tolling in the cha- 
pel. They obtained admittance; and the brother, who 
opened the gate, infonned them, that the holy fathers were 
«}| awembled in the chapel, where lay Father Jerome at the 
point of death. It was the custom in this convent, when 

^ any member of their community was at the last extremity, 
to remove him into the chapel, where confession being 
naadOf absolution was given, &nd the holy sacrament being 
administered, the good fathers, as a warning to. themselves, 
waited to witness thb last sigh of their expiring brother. 
Thestnut^ersientered the chapel; and the awful scene that 
presented itself before themy caused each to turn involun- 
tarily iVom the sight. 

In the middle of the chapel, on a bed of straw, lay tho 
emadated fonn of the expiring father; his head was un- 
^i covered, and the woollen cloth, which barely met over hia 
convulsed chest, was fastened round his waist by a black 
cord; his eyes were sank within their sockets; his, lips 
moved; a quick irregular hiccup agitated his frame; and 
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his feeble hand^ grasped & crucifix, on wluolti he bent hi5, 
glassy eyes. The last moment seemed arriyod, and he ap- 
peared at the point of death. The venerable superior knelt 
by his side ; and at the solemn adjuration of, '* I charge yon, 
as you^re sdon to stand before- the presence of yovx God^ 
to repent you of your sins," the ahnost expiring lanap of lift 
faintly revived, and after a painful struggle for articulation^ 
in a hollow voice, which seemed broken by angEiish, the dy- 
ing father uttered these words.— "The hour is indeewi comef 
when Sir Bevis de Morney must wait the due punishment 
of his crimes." At the sound of this name, Fitz-Robert 
xushed forwards. The noise of his advancing drew the at- 
tention of the father, who, uttering a loud cry, exdaimed, 
"It is St. Mar hlm^lf I" A cold sweat bedewed his fade, 
his limbs shook, he grasped the crucifix, and his eyes roUscf 
wildly every way, but where the stranger stood : exclaimiag, 
** Oh I if you have any mercy, remove that dreadful vision;'* 
tind deeply groaning, he called to heaven for pardon. Th& 
superior urged the necessity of being composed, as a confes- 
sion of all he knew respecting the person before him^ was 
the surest way of obtaining the pardon he petitioned for. 
He fearfully and irresolutely turned his eyes towards the 
youth, who knelt beside hins^ and having regarded him fir 
a few moments, in an imploring accent said, ^ Tell zne if it 
be an illusion of the brain, fbr, if not, it is the ofisprii)^ of 
St. Mar." Fitz-Robert clasped his hands in an agony of ex- 
pectation — " If on thy right arm (continued the penitent^ 
there is an arrow—" The youth drew back his sleeve—A 
faint smile brightened the expiring man's features; 1^ 
pressed the eruciiii to his lips, and inarticulately said, ^^the 
hour of retribution is arrived, and justice has fallen on \ke 
guUty ; the injured Orphan of the Castle is called upon to 
witness the shamo and confession of Sir Bevis de Mornev.*** 
The superior blessed these dawnings of repentance, lie 
paused a moment, and, turning towards the youth, said, 
"Thy true name is Mortimer St. Mar; and thou art the 
imago of thy father. On his, retiring to the Holy Land, he 
entrusted thee to thy uncle^s protection. Dangerous ccmfi- 
dence ! He sought thy life to iniierit thy possessions ? wid, 
knowing the barbarity and villany of my nature, (for wc 
had but one mind), proposed to nw to be tlir executioner. 
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It was reported you had caaght an epidemic dietemper of % 
child belonging to one of the domestics; your death follow- 
ed ii) due time; and a fictitious funeral was celebrated with 
great pomp. Puriiig this period, you was kept with the 
domestic, who was intrusted with the secret, in Father Laun- 
celot^s cell: There I descended at midnight, And having^ 
taken off your upper garments, which were iieary, and too 
eostly for that concealment we wished to preserve, in the 
habit of a peasant, with you in my arms, I escaped, under 
«oTcr of night, the prying eye of curiosity* The domestio 
locked the doors of the chapel after pie, and I proceeded on 
Jay way amidst the peltings of the bitterest storm I had ever 
renxembered. A sleeping draught had beqn previou^y given 
jou, which locked your senses in forgetfolnees. I had twice 
Attempted during the darkness of the night, to execute the 
commands of Lord Edward, and the last e^ort would have 
aecomplished them. My poigiiard was raised for the stroke, 
and your bosoin bared to receive it^ when the lightning, 
which was almost incessant, at that instant, rested its light 
opon your beauteous form. A smile played upon your face, 
and I felt a superior powerarrest my arm. I determined to 
spare myself the crime of actual murder, and leave you in 
the wood, to.be risscued by the mercy of some pitying tra- 
veller. At the gray of die morning, I placed you in the 
path that was made through the forest, and retirfjd am6ng 
tiie thickest of the trees. A peasant going to his morning 
work, heard your cries, for you had just awoke, and taking 
you &om the ground, pressed yon to hi» heart. His Tugged 
countenance spoke the feelings of humanity, and planted a 
thouRand daggers in xuy own bosom, I had pledged myself 
to execute the will of your insatiate and savage uncle, who 
had hired me to take away the lifb he was bound to protect f 
and a batfe born pcab*ant, labouring, perhaps, under indigent 
poverty, had rescued you from certain death. 

** I followed him al a distant^, till I saw him enter a ham* 
let on the skirt of the forest, and then returnc<l tr> the cas* 
tie. I received the promised reward ; but lord Edward had 
already experienced the pan^s of an accusing conscience; 
he trembled when 1 presented tlie poignard, with whieh I 
told htm I had taken your life ; and before I quitted the maa- 
$}0n had entireiy fersaken ttw western side of the caatie* 
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But X must hasten to conclude, for I feel that my idjs6olutujt\ 
is at hand. I went ahroad in search of that rest England 
ilenied me, but there I experienced the torments of thd 
damned. Your figure night and day constantly was prc- 
'sent b^ore me, and I revisited my native land more nuaera" 
ble than when I left it ; at length distracted by remorse, 
and burthened by a sense of my guilt, I determined, by a life 
of mdrtiiication and. repentance, to procnre that pardon 1^ 
had so little right to expect. Yoa (turning to the. superior) 
jreceived me intp your community; and had peace been al- 
lotted for me I should have found it here ; but my i^^^ ^^ 
been haraiseed by perpetual tumults, and an mward decay 
has rapidly brought me to the gravo. Thyee nights ago, 
being at prayer in my cell, the feint light of the lamp that 
was buxiiing on my table, pnddenlygave place to ablaze of 
'Ethereal lustre that shone round my bed ; the form of Lady 
Bi. Mar presented itself to my astonished sight, and, in a 
voice of electrical harmony, told me, she had warned her 
child, who was stiH alive, to repair to the monastery ; and 
hidding me, repent, the bright flame again inclosed her, and 
in an instant my cell was in total darkness. This viision so 
powerfully afi*ectcd my sinking frame, that it. has hastened 
my dissolution ; but I die contented, since the true heir of 
St. Mar will be restored to h^sancient right." He request- 
ed them to raise him from his pallet ; but whilst they were 
lifting him, his head sunk between his . shoulders, his limbs 
became convulsed, his eyes fixed in their sockets, and a deep 
convulsed groan issuing from liis breast — ^he expired. 

The youth contemplated with a variety of emotions the 
lifeless corpse of the departed sir Bevis^ and turning to lord 
Longford, who remained silent, threw himself before hiia, 
and, in a voice of grief, exclaimed, ^^ O ! do not regard m6 
Its a claimant to Lindisfame, but look on me still as the or- 
phan Fitz-Robert ! I have no friend, if you reject me ; no 
one to aid me with counsel or advice. Blessed spirits of my 
parents, hover iJver your child, and enable him to act as the 
descendant <(f St. Mar in the intricate path before him!'' — - 
The barQ!6 knelt beside him, and embracing him with fbr- 
vour assured him of his counsel and friendship. "That! 
have been an usurper, (said he) was permitted by Provi- 
dence for wise purposes. Had Richard bestowed the casllb 



•n^ 



OJR THK CASTLE. 71 

oti. another, your elaiia, perhaps, might not have been so 
ea^ly established." They then debated what steps they 
should take, and first deterolmed to ^o to the village where 
his supposed parents 4iedt He had been informed, on his 
return from the Crusade, that his mother had left xi small , 
box in the hands of the priest who confessed her. He had 
never yet claimed it; as, knowiiig tlieir poverty, he ima- 
gined it contained nothing of consequence ; but tne hope of 
elucidating his birth, now made him consider it as a trea* 
sure. The priest, on being applied to, presented him with 
the deposit, wliich he had received from Bertha Fitz-Robert 
on her death«bed ; &nd delivered to him at the saiue time a 
sealed paper, which he said was the confession she ha4 
made. It declared that her supposed son, Allen. Fitz-Ro^ 
bort, who was then engaged in the Holy War, was only th^ 
child of her adoption ; that seventeen years ago, her hus- 
band had brought home an infant, which he had found in 
the path that led towards their dwelling; that having no 
family of their own, they had nursed it with all the tender- 
ness uieir poverty would allow, and, possessing Ibr him the 
affection of a parent, she had been unwilling to reveal the 
secret, lest he rshou(d leave them in search of his natural 
protectors; that she had carefully preserved the clothes he 
had on, as they might have l«d to a discovery, had there 
Qver been any mquiry made about him,; but having remov- 
ed to a distant part of the country soon after this event, shd 
supposed if any search had been made, it had been long 
since given up. 

L The trunk being opened, was found to contain a p6tli- 
^ coat of white satin, very much soiled, the work of which 
' exactly corre^onded with that on tlie vest, that had been 
V found in father Launcelot's cell, and a white cloth, which, 
they imagined, had served for a mantle. These invaluable 
a^d incontestible proofs of his birth the youth regarded with 
a melancholy delight ; he reverted to his forlorn situation, 
when the peasant first saw him, aud shuddered at \m help- 
less state ; he wept at the recollection of his parents, and 
sincerely lamented the unrelenting cruelty and sudden death 
of his perfidious uncle. 

The baron advised their immediate presence at the court, 
and St. Mar (for by that name I.ongibrd exultingly addre;i;>- 
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ed him) being in all things guided by hi9 friend, fbrthwiUi 
consented to acconi{>any him. 

Richard rejoiced at his faronrite 's advaneement, and con^ 
firmed him in his rightful honours : he presented him to his 
nobles at the baron St. Mar, aitd on the lord Longford be- 
stowed the wannest commendations for his disinterested 
friendship. 

They demanded their sovweign's permission to repair to 
the castle, where the baroness impatiently .expected her 
lord; though she had been informed by a messenger, whom 
the baron had despatched from the mo^hastery, that matters 
ofimportancepirolonged hisstay^ 

When they caine within sight of the mansion, the youtfc 
turned apprehensively towards his friend. His emotion at 
beholding the place of his birth, "firom whence be h&d been 
taken a devoted victim, joined to a thousand conflicting 
passions that agitated Ms mind, became too powerful to be 
suppressed ; and when they tirrived at the gate, while the 
servant blew the horn, the young baron dismounted, and 
leaning against his £riend, who had ran to his assistance, the 
tears streamed from his eyes ; be clasped his hands in an 
agony, and invoked the spirits of his parents. The gates 
flow open to receive then^ ; the baroncsd met them at tbe 
entrance of the castle, and her lord introduced her favour- 
ite Fit^-Robert, as Mortimer St. Mar, and owner of the 
mansion. She involuntarily drew back her offered haiid, 
and with dignity demanded an explanation. The baron, 
led the way to the great halli and then briefly informed her 
of the wonder^l discovery-that had been made, on whi<;h 
she held forth her hand, and with an air of majesty replied, 
^ The friendship of Matilda was never lightly bestowed i 
nor can it easily be withdrawn," 

Edwin partook of the joy that reigned in the eastle; the 
bolted passage was repaired; and the chapel again resorted 
to by that communication ; all apprehensions were banish- 
ed from the mansion, as the Heir of the Castle was restored 
to hi.s ju9t right. .. ; 
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